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•• HistoryHistory
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–– SuccessesSuccesses
–– ChallengesChallenges
–– Future developmentsFuture developments

•• Why is IDDE working in Tacoma?Why is IDDE working in Tacoma?



Thea FossThea Foss 
WaterwayWaterway 
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Presentation Notes
These aerial photos show the Superfund side in the 1930s and in 2002. 



Thea Foss DrainageThea Foss Drainage
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7 major outfalls, 5,800 acres, 11 municipal outfalls





The Foss drainage is approximately 6,000 acres.  Most of which is residential with commercial, industrial and highway land uses.  Tacoma has 7 major stormwater outfalls that discharge to the waterway.  The largest are 2-96-inch outfalls that discharge at the head of the waterway



TacomaTacoma’’s Waterfronts Waterfront-- Public UsagePublic Usage
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Presentation Notes
Working water front. Oil/ship builders, recreation, marinas



Tacoma’s primary goal is to ensure that stormwater discharges either alone or in combination with other sources will not recontaminate the estuarine sediments to levels exceeding sediment quality objectives or biological effects levels established by EPA.



To address their goal, Tacoma uses a multifaceted approach consisting of 

Aggressive source control efforts

Comprehensive monitoring programs

Modeling cumulative impacts on future sediment quality



Business Inspection and Complaint/Spills ProgramBusiness Inspection and Complaint/Spills Program
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Switch to live demo of the database



Map Map GuideGuide usage for the Programusage for the Program
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Switch to live demo of Govme



Detection Equipment Detection Equipment 
•• Whole Water Whole Water 

SamplersSamplers
•• Sediment SamplersSediment Samplers
•• Air Deposition Air Deposition 

SamplersSamplers



Successes in IDDE Successes in IDDE 
•• Grease dumper Grease dumper 
•• Diesel DischargeDiesel Discharge
•• Mercury Elimination Mercury Elimination 



Special Storm Cleaning Special Storm Cleaning 
•• Thea Foss OF230/235 Thea Foss OF230/235 

drainagedrainage
–– 80,000 feet of line 80,000 feet of line 

cleaned and TVcleaned and TV
–– 200 cubic yards of 200 cubic yards of 

material removedmaterial removed



Running a successful IDDE program Running a successful IDDE program 

•• Initiate actionInitiate action –– Inspections, complaints Inspections, complaints 
and spills.and spills.

•• Response Response –– investigation, documentation investigation, documentation 
and tracking.and tracking.

•• FollowFollow--upup and and closureclosure of action.of action.



Questions?
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