
From: Don Robinett
To: SW Permit Comments
Cc: Don Robinett; Tom Gut; Susan Sanderson; Ali Shasti; Florendo Cabudol; Sean Clark
Subject: RE: City of Seatac Comments on Draft 2013 Phase II Stormwater Permit for Western Washington
Date: Thursday, February 02, 2012 9:28:21 AM

Please accept the following comments as an addendum to the City of SeaTac’s comments
on the Draft Phase II Stormwater Permits for Western Washington submitted on January
30th, 2012.  Our additional comments are as follows:
 
Draft 2013 Phase II Stormwater Permits for Western Washington

Page Lines Reference Text
34 21 – 32 S5.C.4.g.i No later than December 31, 2016,

Permittees shall review and revise their
local development-related codes, rules,
standards, or other enforceable documents
to incorporate and require LID principles
and LID Best Management Practices
(BMPs). The intent of the revisions shall be
to make LID the preferred and commonly-
used approach to site development. In
reviewing the local codes, rules, standards,
and other enforceable documents, the
Permittees shall identify opportunities to
minimize impervious surfaces, native
vegetation loss, and stormwater runoff in
all types of development situations.
Permittees shall conduct a review and
revision process similar to the steps and
range of issues outlined in the following
document: Integrating LID into Local Codes:
A Guidebook for Local Governments (Puget
Sound Partnership, 2011).

 
 
Comment –  While LID techniques can have significant potential benefits, such as improving
water quality and improving flow control and natural hydrology through emphasizing
infiltration, these techniques are a not the cure all for all stormwater issues and include
limitations and potential impacts.  The draft LID guidance document currently out for public
review still lacks the detailed technical standards and specifications for design, installation,
inspection and maintenance needed to approve, implement and maintain these LID BMPs.
 It is inappropriate for the state to require BMPs that have not been scientifically vetted nor
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include clear technical standards and specifications.  Further, implementation of these
BMPs without vetted standards puts permittees and property owners at risk when these
BMPs fail.  In addition, current hydrologic modeling does not accurately address LID
techniques and stormwater credits, as well as the  potential impacts to groundwater and
soil/slope stability.  Based on these issues, as well as the others mentioned in our comment
letter dated 1/30/12, the City requests that LID techniques not be required in this permit,
instead these BMPs should be encouraged and incentivized.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Don Robinett,  CPESC, MRP
Stormwater Compliance Manager
City of SeaTac Public Works

4800 S. 188th Street
SeaTac, WA 98203
206.973.4722
 
 
 
From: Don Robinett 
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2012 11:47 AM
To: 'swpermitcomments@ecy.wa.gov'
Cc: Don Robinett
Subject: City of Seatac Comments on Draft Phase II Stormwater Permit for Western Washington
 
Please see the attached comments.
 
Don Robinett,  CPESC, MRP
Stormwater Compliance Manager
City of SeaTac Public Works
206.973.4722
 


