SKAGIT COUNTY
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

TIM HOLLORAN, County Administrator

February 1, 2012

Harriet Beale

Washington State Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47696

Olympia, WA 98504-7696

RE: Draft Municipal Stormwater General Permit Comments
Dear Ms. Beal:

Skagit County has been a permit holder of an NPDES Phase Il Municipal Stormwater Permit
(Permit) since February 2007. During this time, the County has strived to be a leader in
stormwater management. Skagit County has a strong connection with and concern for water
quality and the impacts caused by stormwater pollution. The County understands the
importance of taking steps to protect clean water and the Puget Sound, on which our residents
and local businesses depend.

We would like to take the opportunity to comment on the draft Permit and the draft 2012
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington. We have several areas of concern,
but in no way do these comments diminish our resolve to reduce stormwater pollution and
provide clean water for the people of Skagit County.

Skagit County’s first area of concern relates to the Washington State Department of Ecology’s
(Ecology) public review process of the new Permit and its supporting technical documents.
Ecology’s review process involved numerous technical documents that had overlapping review
periods with short deadlines for comments. These documents need thorough review to ensure
they are technically sound, clearly written, and feasible for Phase II's to implement. For smaller
Phase Il jurisdictions with limited staffing, this has been a challenging task. We simply do not
have the staff resources available to review these documents thoroughly within the limited
comment period.

Our second area of concern involves the new Low Impact Development (LID) requirements.
The County appreciates the value of LID techniques when applied correctly in well draining
soils. However, the required implementation of LID, as proposed, may have long-term
maintenance costs and unforeseen problems in poorly draining soils. Additionally, requiring LID
rather than creating an incentive for its use will further burden developers during this difficult



economic time. The permit requirement to amend the County’s code to incorporate LID
principles into land use regulations goes far beyond the NPDES mandate to address stormwater
discharges to waters of the state. Mandating land use policy changes of this nature would
erode local government authority over land use decisions and should be addressed through
revisions to the Growth Management Act, rather than through an NPDES stormwater permit.

The final area of concern is related to controlling runoff from development and redevelopment.
Ecology’s proposal to reduce the runoff control standard below the 1 acre threshold will create a
new economic burden on small development and the construction of single-family residences.
In this difficult economic time, it is not appropriate to push these increased requirements on
small development. These requirements should be postponed until the economy recovers.

The Skagit County Board of Commissioners would like to thank Ecology for considering these
comments in its development of the Western Washington Phase Il Municipal Stormwater

General Permit. Enclosed you will find a detailed list of comments on the draft Permit and
Manual.

Sincerely,

Tim Holloran
Skagit County Administrator

Enclosure

cc: Henry Hash, Director of Public Works
Dan Berentson, Natural Resources Division Manager
Correspondence File
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