CITY OF AUBURN 

	Standard Operation Procedure
	

	IC-3  IDDE:  Illicit Discharge Characterization and Containment
	

	Purpose of the SOP:
	This SOP provides basic information for managers and field crews to assist with illicit discharge characterization and whether immediate containment is required


Reference:  Brown et al., Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: A Guidance Manual for Program Development and Technical Assessments, Center for Watershed Protection, Ellicott City, 2004.
Planning Considerations:

· Employees should be familiar with Chapter 11 of the reference material and recognize the indicators of an illicit discharge
· Employees may need to confer with the Department of Ecology on containment options
Field Methods:
Investigation

· Determine what the discharged material is or may be utilizing the information from the ORI form or visual observation / field testing
· Based on the available information, and using Sections 4 and 6 of the ORI form, determine whether an illicit discharge is unlikely, potential, suspect or obvious

· Report all spills of petroleum products to the Department of Ecology (425) 649-7000 within 24 hours

· Report discharges to the MS4 from broken sewage lines to the Department of Health (360) 236-3330 immediately

· Investigate illicit discharges that have a “suspect” or “obvious” ranking within 5 days of determination.
· Investigate discharges that have a “potential” ranking within 7 days of determination
· Make note of discharges with an “unlikely” ranking for comparison during future inspections

Containment
· Determine the ranking of the illicit discharge
· Determine the quantity of flow within the MS4

· Consider downstream uses
· Determine the flow of the receiving water

· Evaluate whether the illicit discharge is having a significant impact on the receiving water

· Evaluate options for containment and/or collection of the illicit discharge
· If the illicit discharge is obvious and is having a significant impact on the receiving water, and there are options for containment or collection, then proceed with containment/collection prior to investigation
	Equipment List:

1. System map

2. Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory (ORI) Forms
3. Illicit discharge report
4. Water quality data
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