CITY OF AUBURN 

	Standard Operation Procedure
	

	IC-2  IDDE:  Outfall Screening
	

	Purpose of the SOP:
	This SOP provides a basic checklist for managers and field crews conducting illicit discharge inspections of storm drainage system outfalls


Reference:  Brown et al., Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination: A Guidance Manual for Program Development and Technical Assessments, Center for Watershed Protection, Ellicott City, 2004.

Planning Considerations:

· Employees should have reviewed and understand the information presented in Chapter 11 of the reference manual
· Inspections are to occur during dry weather (no runoff producing precipitation in last 48 hours)
· Conduct inspections with at least two staff per crew

· Conduct inspections during low groundwater and leaf off conditions if possible
· Complete Site Info section on Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory Form before leaving the office
Field Methods:
· Ensure outfall is accessible – contact M&O if overgrown
· Inspect outfall only if safe to do so

· Characterize the outfall by recording information on the Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory Form
· Photograph the outfall with a digital camera (use dry erase board to identify outfall)

· If dry weather flow is present and does not appear to be an illicit discharge, attempt to identify the source of the flow (document flow for future comparison)

· Document dry outfalls for future comparison

· Follow procedure below if an illicit discharge is suspected
· Do not enter private property without permission
	Equipment List:

1. System map

2. Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory Forms
3. City identification

4. Digital camera (spare batteries)
5. Cell phone

6. Clip board and pencils

7. Dry erase board and pens

8. Flashlight (spare batteries)
9. Disposable gloves

10. Folding wood ruler

11. Temperature probe
12. pH probe
13. Ammonia test strips

14. Five 1-liter (polyethylene) sample bottles 

15. Watch with second hand

16. Calculator

17. Hand sanitizer

18. Safety vests

19. First aid kit

20. Machete
21. Cooler

22. Permanent marker



	Procedures to Follow if Illicit Discharge is Suspected:

· Use Outfall Reconnaissance Inventory Form to document observations

· Visually inspect general area for possible sources

· Take photos

· Estimate flow

· Collect samples if they would help with source identification
· Refer to Investigating Illicit Discharges SOP for further directions on source identification



H:\PUB_WRKS\Utilities\Storm\NPDES II\Administration\Procedures\IC 2 Outfall Screening  20080821.doc

