
Determining Need for Coverage under Municipal Stormwater Permits in WA State

Do you operate an MS4 in 
Washington State NO

YES
All of the following are true:
a) At least some of the water in your 
MS4 is from non-agricultural runoff 
or drainage.
b) You are located outside of 
Federal Land (incl. military)
c) You are not a federally 
recognized Indian Tribe in Indian 
Country Lands
d) You are not WSDOT

NO

(AT LEAST ONE STATEMENT DOES 
NOT DESCRIBE YOU)

YES

Are you located in a Phase I 
jurisdiction (Seattle, Tacoma, 

Unincorporated Snohomish, King, 
Pierce , or Clark Counties) 

NO

Is all or part of your MS4 is in a 
designated Phase II City or 

regulated portion of a County 
(See maps and Listing at S1.D.2.a)

NO NO

YES

YES 

Do you serve* a total population 
of at least 1000 people?

*including resident and commuter 
populations

NO

YES YES

 MS4s operated by the following are not required to obtain coverage under stormwater permits issued by Washington State on 1-17-07: 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO OBTAIN COVERAGE UNDER A MUNICIPAL STORMWATER PERMIT.  For info, 
see: www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/municipal/secondary.html

Are any of these conditions true:
1. Your MS4 contributes substantially 
to pollutant loading of a physically 
interconnected MS4 regulated under 
this permit
2. Discharge from the MS4 identified as 
cause of impairment 
3. An EPA-approved TMDL identifies 
necessary s/w controls on the MS4.

MUNICIPAL STORMWATER 
PERMIT COVERAGE MAY NOT 

BE NEEDED AT THIS TIME.  
No further action may be 

needed.
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2. Federally recognized Indian Tribes located within Indian Country Lands
3. Washington State Department of Transportation

1. Federal government on military bases or other federal lands; by the U.S. Military, the Bureau of Land Mgt, the U.S. Parks Service, or other federal 
agencies


