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WA Department of Ecology

Water Quality Program

PO Box 47696

Olympia, WA 98504-7696

RE: Comments on the draft Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington

Dear Sir/Madam:

The City of Kelso appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft Stormwater Management
Manual for Western Washington. The City would appreciate your consideration of our following
comments:

Yolume I, Section 2.5.2, p. 2-22 — MR#2: Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention

Change the wording of Element #5 (Stabilize Soils) from:

“Depending on the geographic location of the project, soils must not remain exposed and
unworked for more than the time periods set forth below to prevent erosion:

e During the dry season (May 1 — Sept. 30): 7 days

o During the wet season (October 1 — April 30): 2 days”

To the following simpler, stricter standard (because it lacks a 2-7 day lag before cover is
required):
“Depending on the geographic location of the project, soils must not remain exposed to
any measureable precipitation event.”

The requirement as stands is a contentious erosion control issue locally. Contractors have applied
ground cover only to grade it over even though there was no precipitation event to cause erosion.
This is costly to the contractor who ends up resenting the inspectors who enforce this
requirement.
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Yolume I1, Section 2.2, p 2-7: Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans

Delete the second bullet, which requires a SWPPP if “The construction project is located in a
municipality covered under [a Phase I & II] Municipal Stormwater Permit.”

This change to require a SWPPP for every project inside the City is a staggering over-reach and
will create higher costs for developers and City staff,

Yolume II, BMP C-121: Mulching, p. 4-24

o Remove the following statement in Table 4.1.8: “Straw should be used only if mulches with
long-term benefits are unavailable locally.” Straw is one of the most widely used mulches
even when others with long-term benefits are available locally. Typically these other
mulches are much more expensive and many mulched areas using straw eventually are
converted to impervious surfaces anyway.

e Also, the design and installation specifications now require a 2” minimum mulch thickness
regardless of the type of mulch used. Please clarify this, so it does not apply to hydromulch.
It is not economically or practically feasible to have hydromulch service providers achieve
the 2-inch thick standard. Ongoing assessment and maintenance of BMPs already ensures
the effectiveness of erosion controls. Please remove this universal 2 minimum mulch
thickness requirement.

Volume I1I, Section 3.3.5, p. 3-73: Site Characterization Criteria

Eliminate the requirement for most projects to monitor groundwater through a wet season prior
to design submittal. This is an expensive request that will immediately and substantially retard
the pace of development. Developers will be very upset when they come to the City in the Spring
only to find out they have to wait a year to start the application and construction process.

If you have any questions or comments feel free to contact me at (360) 423-6590. Thank you.

incerely,

]}

Van McKay, P.E.
Senior Engineer
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