
 
 
January 30, 2012 
 
Carrie Graul 
WA Department of Ecology 
Olympia, WA 98504-7696 
 
RE: Comments of the Draft Washington 
 
Dear Ms. Graul: 
 
The City of Mukilteo would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft 
stormwater manual. The City has partially reviewed the Draft and has following comments: 
 
General Comments 
 
Review 
The time allowed for review of this extensive document is inadequate. As a small municipality 
we do not have the resources to perform the necessary review while also having to review the 
purposed NPDES Permit Renewal, and the new LID Manual. We also have our day to day 
stormwater duties and have the NPDES Annual Report to prepare. Please extend the review and 
issuance. 
 
Stormwater Manual as Guidance Document 
The Ecology workshops, the Ecology website, and the manual itself refers to the manual as 
guidance document. However, use of the 2012 manual is to be required by the NPDES 
stormwater permits. Therefore this is a regulatory document.  
 
SEPA Review Required 
As Ecology is aware, SEPA cannot be avoided through incremental implementation of policies, 
rules or a project if these elements are a part of larger plan or project. The same holds true for the 
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington. SEPA cannot be avoided by stating 
that this is a guidance document, if it clearly Ecology’s intent to make it a regulatory document 
through the implementation of its NPDES stormwater permits. SEPA review is required. 
 
If you have any questions on our comments, please feel free to contact me. 



Sincerely, 
 
 
R. James Niggemyer, P.E. 
Assistant City Engineer 
jniggemyer@ci.mukilteo.wa.us 
 
 
cc: Larry Waters, P.E. Public Works Director 

Patricia Love, Assistant Community Development Director File 
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