STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECO LOGY

PO Box 47600 © Olympla, WA 98504-7600 = 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service » Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Stanley Smith
Warm Springs Confederated Tribes
1233 Veterans Street

Warm Springs, OR 97761

Dear Chairman Smith:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improife our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish. '

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
‘they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the. concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360- 407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laune (360-407-7017 or tom. laune@ecv wa.gov).

Sincerely,

%

Ted Sturdevant
Direcfcor

ce: Natural Resources D1rect0r
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Pro gram Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Les Minthom
Umatilla Confederated Tribes
46411 Timine Way
Pendleton, OR 97801

Dear Chairman Minthorn:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption

* rate studies for Washington and inclhides studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla

Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standérds,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving

our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties .
~ and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-goverriment consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. : '

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

3%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Brooklyn Baptiste
Nez Perce Tribe

P.O.Box 305

Lapwai, ID 83540

Dear Chairman Baptiste:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improVe our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumptlon rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

-]

‘We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption

rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important 1 foundatlon for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

qﬁr &-l,u éi%é
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forium to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Pohcy Forum in late
September or October. ~

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. -In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government eonsultatlon that avenue 1s open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. A

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

~0

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Cheryle Kennedy
Grand Ronde Confederated Tribes
9615 Grand Ronde Road

Grand Ronde, OR 97347

Dear Chairman Kennedy:

As you may know, Ecology is condﬁctmg rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumptlon rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla

" Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the

Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understandmg
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish. :

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our. Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will 1nclude an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

fartrig
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to .
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. o

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues: In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to- govemment
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom. laune@ecv Wa.gov).

Sincerely,

&é@

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: . Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Pro gram Manager
. Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Chlef J. Allan
Coeur d'Alene Tribe

850 A Street; P.O. Box 408
Plummer, ID 83851

Dear Chairman Allan:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including rev131on of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

(-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption

 rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla

Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,

which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection
for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

. On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to

reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction
to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

P R ]
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. '

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. | '

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely, -
%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Nafural Resources Director ‘
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
~ Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Harry Smiskin
Yakama Nation

P.O. Box 151

Toppenish, WA 98948

Dear Chairman Smiskin':

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemakmg to 1mprove our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure mcludmg rev151on of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe; the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

e L
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspectlve to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on. the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, ar¢ invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high ﬁsh—consummg communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue 1s open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. :

I appreciate the involvement and leadershlp of tribes on these i issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering part101patmg in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461(@ecy.wa. gov) If you are interested in government-to- govemment
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407- 7017 or tom laurie@ecy.wa. ,qov)

Sincerely, |
2%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Directbrl
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Jennifer Washington
Upper Skagit Tribe

25944 Community Plaza
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

Dear Chairman Washington:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure mcludmg revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several cr1t1cal steps:

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,

which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection
for fish consumers. '

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards ruleméking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

oo
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. . :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as govemment—to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7Y

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
- Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Melvin Sheldon, Jr.
Tulalip Tribes

6406 Marine Drive

Tulalip, WA 98271

Dear Chairman Sheldon, Jr.:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate

This month we will take several critical steps:

-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish.consumption

rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
‘Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water'Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

o : o



The Honorable Melvin Sheldon, Jr.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any tlme aswe.
move forward on these issues. :

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

&QQ

Ted Sturdevant
Dixector

cc: Natural Resources Director |
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Brian Cladoosby
Swinomish Tribe

11404 Moorage Way

La Conner, WA 98257

Dear Chairman Cladoosby:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: « :

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the

“Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Brian Cladoosby
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facﬂltator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

[ appreciate the involvement and leadershlp of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in partlc1patmg, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or m_gll461 @ecy.wa. gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,
B
Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Leonard Forsman
Suquamish Tribe

P.O. Box 498

Suquamish, WA 98392-0498

Dear Chairman Forsman:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to tox1cs from fish.

" We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
“which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking'to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will molude an introduction

to'the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking

work to provide a structured dialogue on the many techmcal and policy issues we need to
address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

seafiERvon
SRR



The Honorable Leonard Forsman
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
- our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adoptmg human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the .
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first’ meeting of the Policy . F orum in late
September or October.

{
You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. |

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy. wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360- 407-7017 or tom.]aurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quahty Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affaurs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Shawn Yanity
Stillaguamish Tribe

P.O. Box 277

Arlington, WA 98223-0277

Dear Chairman Yanity:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality

Standards relating to human health risk exposure mcludmg revision of our ﬁsh consumption rate

This month we will take several critical steps:

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Co.'nfederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washmgtomans exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialo gue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Shawn Yanity
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pollcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov). -

Sincerely,

%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Dave Lopeman
Squaxin Island Tribe

10 SE Squaxin Lane

Shelton, WA 98584

Dear Chairman Lopeman:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: '

(-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important founda‘uon for understandmg
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will 1nclude an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.



The Honorable Dave Lopeman
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspec‘uve to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meetmg of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In"
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to government consultauon that avenue is open to you at any t1me as we
move forward on these issues. :

I apprec1ate the involvement and leaders]:up of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for cons1denng participating in this
process. If you are interested in partlc1pat1ng, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government—to government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7Y

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
~Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
. Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Rudy Peone
Spokane Tribe

P.0.Box 100

Wellpinit, WA 99040

Dear Chairman Peone:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: :

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
“‘Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards, -
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Rudy Peone
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late '
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultatlon that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360~ 407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

8%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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Augqst 15,2012

The Honorable Shelley Burch
Snoqualmie Tribe

P.O. Box 969

Snoqualmie, WA 98065

Dear Chajrman Burch:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

-]

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with

* human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack -
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

—
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The Honorable Shelley Burch
August 15, 2012
Page 2 '

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,
8%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: - Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Charles "Guy" Miller

Skokomish Tribe '

North 80 Tribal Center Road ,
Skokomish Nation, WA 98584 ﬂ

Dear Chairman Miller:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumptmn rate.

This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
- which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers. -

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Charles "Guy" Miller
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high ﬁsh—consummg communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not mtended to
serve as govemment—to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in partlclpatmg, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or m911461@ecv wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7
Ted Sturdevant
Direg:tor

cc:  Natural Resources Director ‘
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Charlene Nelson
Shoalwater Bay Tribe

P.0. Box 130

Tokeland, WA 98590

Dear Chairman Nelson:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumptmn rate.
- This month we w111 take several critical steps

@

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be .
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understandmg
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an mtroductlon

to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.

T



The Honorable Charlene Nelson
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform: our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health cntena
including accurate fish consumptlon rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high ﬁsh—consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (3 60-407-

' 6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

T

“Ted Sturdevant
- Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director |
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Norma Joseph
Sauk-Suiattle Tribe

5318 Chief Brown Lane
Darrington, WA 98241

Dear Chairman Joseph:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, Wthh will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o Weare creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Norma Joseph
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we -
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so

‘they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late’
September or October. :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high ﬁsh-consummg communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- -government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these i issues and hope that you will be
‘willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

8%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
- Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 = Olympia, WA 98504-7600 = 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service ° Persons with a speech disability can call 877- 833-6341

August 15, 2012

The Honorable Tom Wooten
Samish Nation

P.O.Box 217

Anacortes, WA 98221

Dear Chairman Wooten:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality

Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.

This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
- Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understandmg
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,

which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection
for fish consumers. ‘

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack.
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Tom Wooten
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late

- September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue 1s open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that ‘you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for con31der1ng participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (3 60-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa. gov). If you are interested in government-to-government '
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360~ 407-7017 or tom. laune@ecv wa. gov).

Siﬁcérely,,v
7

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: - Natural Resources Director ‘
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager ~
‘Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Fawn Sharp
Quinault Nation

P.O. Box 189

Taholah, WA 98587

Dear Chairman Sharp:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.

This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e  We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quaiity Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Fawn Sharp
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. ‘

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,
5%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director |
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Tony Foster
Quileute Nation

P.O. Box 279

La Push, WA 98350

Dear Chairman Foster:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our rev1sed report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washlngton and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla -
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers. -

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Tony Foster
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria, -
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
‘move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the 1nvolvement and leadershlp of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to- government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom. laune@ecv wa.gov).

Sincerely,
%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
. Tom Laurie, Ecology Executlve Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affalrs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Herman Dillon
Puyallup Tribe

3009 East Portland Avenue

~ Tacoma, WA 98404

Dear Chairman Dillon:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.

This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Sprmgs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will 1nclude an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking '
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your ‘
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Herman Dilloﬁ
. August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemakmg work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties

“and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Pohcy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these i issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
- process. If you are interested in part101patmg, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom. laune@ecv Wa.gov).

Sincerely, |
2%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal-& Environmental Affairs -




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 » Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Jeromy Sullivan
Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Dear Chairman Sullivan:

As you may know, Ecology is conductlng rulemaking to 1mprove our state Water Quality =~
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Petce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundatlon for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o Weare creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured d1alogue on the many technical and pohcy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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‘The Honorable Jeromy Sullivan
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders inderstand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human hedlth criteria, -
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues

associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the _
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so

~ they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals

at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to

assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum i in late

September or October. |

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Pohcy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of -

+ high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultatlon that avenue is open to you at any time as we .
move forward on these issues. '

I appreciate the involvement and 1eadersh1p of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely, |

%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

_ PO Box 47600 » Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000 ‘
711 for Washington Relay Service © Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15, 2012

The Honorable Bob Kelly
Nooksack Tribe

4979 Mount Baker Hwy, Suite F
Deming, WA 98244

Dear Chairman Kelly:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understandmg o
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to
address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Bob Kelly
August 15, 2012
Page2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government—to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
. process. - If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407- 7017 or tom. laune@ecv Wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7 {/

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Dlrector
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

PO Box 47600 * Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ¢ 360-407-6000
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable Cynthia Iyall
Nisqually Tribe

4820 She-Nah-Num Drive SE
Olympia, WA 98513

Dear Chairman Iyall:

 As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: ' ' :

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish. ’

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

" for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties

* and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. o o

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. '

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

70

Ted Sturdev;antw
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director .
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager .
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

PO Box 47600 » Olympia, WA 98504-7600 = 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service ° Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15, 2012

The Honorable Virginia Cross
Muckleshoot Tribe

39015 172nd Avenue SE

-~ Auburn, WA 98092

Dear Chairman Cross:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: ‘

We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quélity Sténdards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

‘to the human health criteria issues and process.

We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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" The Honorable Virginia Cross
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. ' :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
16461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government '
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).-

Sincerely,
8%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600. > Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000
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August 15,2012

The Honorable Micah McCarty
Makah Tribe

P.O.Box 115

Neah Bay, WA 98357

Dear Chairman McCarty:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is -

protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address. :

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Micah McCarty
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards. .

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late .
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join-the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of

-+ high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In

addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
- move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

. Sincerely,
7

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 * Olympia, WA 98504-7600 * 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service ° Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Clifford Cultee
Lummi Nation

2616 Kwina Road
Bellingham, WA 98226

Dear Chairman Cultee:

As you may know, Ecolo gy is conducting rulemaking to unprove our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including rev151on of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o Wewill publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an nnponant foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish. ‘

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards, -
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and pohcy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Clifford Cultee
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking 4 third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. ' ‘ '

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. '

- T'appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

00

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director o
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

PO Box 47600 ¢ Olympia, WA 98504-7600 * 36G-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service * Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Frances Charles
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe
2851 Lower Elwha Road

Port Angeles, WA 98363

" Dear Chairman Charles:'

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to 1mpr0ve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understandmg
Washlngtomans exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is -
protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

“to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Frances Charles
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy’F orum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meetmg of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we -
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in govemment—to government
consultatlon please contact Tom Laurie (360-407- 7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa. ,qov)

Sincerely,
8%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director ,
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 ° Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service © Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Glen Nenema
Kalispel Tribe

P.O.Box 39

Usk, WA 99180

Dear Chairman Nenema:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

.o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking -
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to
address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Glen Nenema
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third pafty facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late '
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to-having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues. ‘

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or m911461(a)ecv wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy. Wa.gov).

Sincerely,

%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 = Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service » Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Ron Allen
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe
1033 Old Blyn Highway
Sequim, WA 98382

Dear Chéirman Allen:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: o

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla’
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. ‘The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to updéte our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is
protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction -

to the human health criteria issues and process.

s We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Ron Allen
August 15, 2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. , '

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty nghts issues. In
addition, your staff is mv1ted to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as govemment—to -government consultatlon that avenue 1s open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and Ieadershlp of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are mterested in partlmpatmg, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (3 60-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa. gov) If you are interested in govemment—to -government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa. gov).

Sincerely,

-

Ted Sturdevant |
Director

cc:  Natural Resources D'irector‘ o
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs




STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600 = Olympia, WA 98504-7600 * 360-407-6600
711 for Washington Relay Service  Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable Maria Lopez
Hoh Tribe

P.O Box 2196

Forks, WA 98331

'Dear Chairman Lopez:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps: ' -

o We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sedinﬁent Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, Wthh will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

e Weare creatmg an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and pohcy issues we need to

* address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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The Honorable Maria Lopez
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, i our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this coré group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Pohcy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to- government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues..

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (3 60-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.]Jaurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely, |
3%

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs



STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

PO Box 47600 * Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ° 360-407-6000
711 for Washington Relay Service ° Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341

August 15,2012

The Honorable William Iyall
Cowlitz Indian Tribe

1055 9th Avenue Suite B

. Longview, WA 98632

Dear Chairman Iyall:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality

Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.

This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians’ exposure to toxics from fish.

o We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,

which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection
for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface ‘Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

e On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will mclude an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dlalogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

- I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quahty Standards.
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The Honorable William Tyall
August 15,2012
Page 2

As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Stanidards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy F orum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is eognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy. Wa.gov).

Sincerely,
7

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
- Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15, 2012

The Honorable John Sirois
Colville Confederated Tribes
P.O. Box 150 ' ,
Nespelem, WA 99155

Dear Chairman Sirois:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our fish consumption rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

e We will publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
- Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding

Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure” as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

e We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

e  On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, which will include an introduction

to the human health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
‘continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public pohcy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards.

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October.

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Policy Forum. Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to

© serve as government-to-government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in part1c1patmg, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,
7

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc:  Natural Resources Director
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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August 15,2012

The Honorable David Burnett
Chehalis Confederated Tribes
420 Howanut Road

Oakville, WA 98568

Dear Chairman Burnett:

As you may know, Ecology is conducting rulemaking to improve our state Water Quality
Standards relating to human health risk exposure including revision of our ﬁsh consurnptlon rate.
This month we will take several critical steps:

e We w111 publish our revised report that documents the most relevant fish consumption
rate studies for Washington and includes studies from the Yakama Nation, the Umatilla
Confederated Tribes, the Nez Perce Tribe, the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes, the
Tulalip Tribes, the Squaxin Island Tribe, and the Suquamish Tribe. The report will be
finalized in November and will provide an important foundation for understanding
Washingtonians® exposure to toxics from fish.

e We will publish formal proposed rule language for our Sediment Management Standards,
which will include using “reasonable maximum exposure as the standard of protection

for fish consumers.

o We will formally initiate rulemaking to update our Surface Water Quality Standards with
human health criteria which will include establishing a fish consumption rate that is

protective of Washington fish consumers.

o On August 28 we will host a video conference workshop on our revised approach to
reducing toxics in fish, shellfish, water and sediment, Wthh will include an introduction

to the huma.n health criteria issues and process.

o We are creating an on-going Policy Forum on the Water Quality Standards rulemaking
work to provide a structured dialogue on the many technical and policy issues we need to

address.

I recognize that some tribal leaders and staff have been frustrated with what they see as our lack
of progress on these issues. But I want to be clear - we are moving ahead and I urge your
continued engagement as we accelerate our work on Water Quality Standards.
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As noted above, we are convening a Policy Forum to inform our rulemaking work on improving
our Water Quality Standards. This will be a facilitated public policy forum to help key parties
and interested stakeholders understand and provide advice and perspective to the agency as we
address the complex science and public policy issues of adopting human health criteria,
including accurate fish consumption rates, in our Water Quality Standards,

The Policy Forum will be built around a core group that will work through key policy issues
associated with this rule update. We are calling this core group the Key Delegates Table of the
Policy Forum. The Policy Forum meetings will be open for all interested people to attend so
they can benefit from the discussion, but the discussion will focus on the represented individuals
at the Key Delegates Table. We are currently in the process of seeking a third party facilitator to
assist us with this effort and expect to have the first meeting of the Policy Forum in late
September or October. : :

You, or your designee, are invited to join the Key Delegates Table of the Pohcy Forum Tribal
participation is vital to having a balanced table that understands and respects the concerns of
high fish-consuming communities and is cognizant of cultural and treaty rights issues. In.
addition, your staff is invited to attend the Policy Forum at any time. This is not intended to
serve as government—to government consultation; that avenue is open to you at any time as we
move forward on these issues.

I appreciate the involvement and leadership of tribes on these issues and hope that you will be
willing to engage with us as we move forward. Thank you for considering participating in this
process. If you are interested in participating, please contact Melissa Gildersleeve (360-407-
6461 or mgil461@ecy.wa.gov). If you are interested in government-to-government
consultation, please contact Tom Laurie (360-407-7017 or tom.laurie@ecy.wa.gov).

Sincerely,

7Y

Ted Sturdevant
Director

cc: Natural Resources Director , |
Kelly Susewind, Ecology Water Quality Program Manager
Tom Laurie, Ecology Executive Advisor for Tribal & Environmental Affairs
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