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ORION April 2, 2014 

Governor Jay Inslee 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 

RE: Washington's Update to Human Health Water Quality Criteria 

Dear Governor Inslee: 

Thank you for the time that you and your staff have Invested In updating our state's 
current human health-based water quality standards. Like you, I share the view that 
these new standards must achieve two necessary outcomes: 1) derive standards which 
protect public health and 2) encourage economic growth and regulatory certainty with 
sensible discretionary policy choices. 

While I support the state's responsibility to protect public health through updated water 
quality criteria, I am writing to share with you today that the policy choices under 
consideration for excess cancer risk and the fish consumption rate will have significant 
ramifications for companies like Orion. 

Establishing human health-based water quality criteria on an Incremental excess 
carcinogen risk level of lOe-6 is unacceptable. This risk level, coupled with a high fish 
consumption rate, would result in largely unattainable numeric criteria, unmeasurable 
incremental health benefits, and negative economic Impacts. 

I appreciate that the state will propose a more stringent water quality standard. To that 
end, I encourage that your office adopt an incremental excess cancer rate of lOe-5. EPA 
guidance notes that lOe-5 is an acceptable risk policy choice and has approved that rate 
in many states. This risk level protects all population groups. 

The Clean Water Act and federal regulation specify that states have the authority to 
design water quality standards programs that best achieve their state's objectives. In 
your capacity as Governor, I am encouraging choices on these discretionary policy 
matters that accomplish the health protection mandate In a manner which also creates 
a path for long-term economic growth. 

Thank you again for your time and attention on this important policy discussion. 

Sincerely, 

John Theisen 
President & CEO 
Orion Industries 
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