
Water Quality Standards Policy Forum 

December 10, 2012 Department of Ecology 8:30a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (PST)

 

The Department of Ecology is holding the second Water Quality Policy Forum to continue discussions on 

potential changes to the Surface Water Quality Standards (WAC 173-201A) to adopt new human health criteria 

and to update implementation tools.   

Agenda 

Note: Times may vary according to questions and discussion with Policy Forum participants. Brief breaks will occur 

throughout the meeting. 

8:30 

a.m. 

Introduction 

Logistics for meeting will be explained, and updates provided on toxics reduction efforts happening at Ecology. 

8:45 

a.m. 

Scope of the Clean Water Act and State Authority  

This session will provide background and intent of federal and state authorities related to toxics criteria. 

10:15 

a.m. 

Scenarios and discharge permit alternatives  

A description will be given of scenarios that have been developed to enable a more in-depth discussion of 

potential effects of adopting new human health criteria and updating implementation tools. 

12:00 

p.m. 

Human Health Criteria Equation 

This session will explain the various factors that go into establishing new human health criteria for Washington. 

12:30 

p.m. 

Adjourn Policy Forum  

Summary of topics covered in this Forum, overview of what will be covered in next Forum, next steps.  

Agency Contacts 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 

Becca Conklin 

360-407-6413 

swqs@ecy.wa.gov  

Water Quality Standards Toxics Technical Lead 

Cheryl Niemi 

360-407-6440 

cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov 

Additional Resources 

 Surface Water Quality Standards web page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/index.html 

 Surface Water Quality Standards Rule Revisions: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/Currswqsruleactiv.html 

 Water Quality Information, including rule making information: http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-

bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-WATER-QUALITY-INFO  


