
Department of Ecology 
Water Quality Standards Policy Forum #4

March 28, 2013 ~ Spokane Valley, WA  

 

The Department of Ecology is holding the fourth Water Quality Policy Forum to continue discussions on potential 

changes to the Surface Water Quality Standards (WAC 173-201A) to adopt new human health criteria and to 

update implementation tools.   

Location 

 In person: Ecology staff will present the webinar in the CenterPlace Regional Event Center auditorium, 

2426 N. Discovery Place, Spokane Valley, WA 99216 (printable map). Free registration is required for this 

meeting.  To reserve a seat, please email swqs@ecy.wa.gov.  

 Interactive webinar:  Webinar participants will be able to ask questions, participate in discussions, and 

watch presentations from any online computer and phone.  Free registration for the webinar is available 

online at: https://www.accuconference.com/customer/Registration/index.aspx?pkRegQG=c17c5269-3213-

41f0-a7a9-0905a133e07b.  

Agenda (draft) 

Note: Times may vary according to questions and discussion with Policy Forum participants.  

8:30 a.m. 
Logistical Introduction – How to Use the Webinar (Becca Conklin, Ecology) 

 An optional tutorial will take place before the Policy Forum, from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m., allowing 

participants to practice using the various features of the webinar. 

9:00 a.m. 

Introduction (Melissa Gildersleeve, Ecology) 

 Meeting logistics   

 Status of rule-making process and recap of earlier Policy Forums 

9:15 a.m. 
Chemical Lists and Human Health Criteria (Cheryl Niemi, Ecology) 

 Provide an understanding about the chemicals covered under human health criteria. 

10:00 a.m. 
Department of Health’s Fish Advisories (Dave McBride, Health) 

 Explain how the Department of Health develops fish advisories and how they intersect with fish 

consumption rates.  

10:45 a.m. 

Mercury & PCBs (Cheryl Niemi and Adriane Borgias, Ecology) 

 Discuss some of the complex issues associated with regulation of mercury and PCBs in surface waters. 

 Discuss the Spokane River, PCB, and the Regional Toxics Task Force 

12:15 p.m. 

Update on Implementation Tools (Cheryl Niemi, Ecology) 

 Provide updated information on implementation tools to meet water quality criteria, including 

variances. 

12:30 p.m. 
Adjourn Policy Forum (Melissa Gildersleeve, Ecology) 

Summary of topics covered in this Forum, overview of what will be covered in next Forum, next steps.  

http://www.centerplacespokanevalley.com/map_09.pdf
mailto:swqs@ecy.wa.gov
https://www.accuconference.com/customer/Registration/index.aspx?pkRegQG=c17c5269-3213-41f0-a7a9-0905a133e07b
https://www.accuconference.com/customer/Registration/index.aspx?pkRegQG=c17c5269-3213-41f0-a7a9-0905a133e07b


Additional Resources 

Agency Contacts  

Water Quality Standards Toxics Technical Lead 

Cheryl Niemi 

360-407-6440 

cheryl.niemi@ecy.wa.gov 

Water Quality Standards Coordinator 

Becca Conklin 

360-407-6413 

swqs@ecy.wa.gov

Interested in receiving email notices about Water Quality information, including this rule-making information? Sign up 

here: http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-WATER-QUALITY-INFO  

More Information 

Surface Water Quality Standards web page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/index.html 

Surface Water Quality Standards Rule Revisions: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/swqs/Currswqsruleactiv.html 

Reducing Toxics in Fish, Sediments, & Water web page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/toxics/fish.html  

Toxics Reduction Strategy Workgroup web page: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/toxics/policy_trs.htm  
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