
 

Clarks Creek TMDL Stakeholder Meeting 

1/13/14 

Meeting Notes 
 

Participants 
Char Naylor, Puyallup Tribe 
Brett Raunig, Department of Ecology 
Chris Montague-Breakwel, Department of Ecology 
Andrew Koloseuss, Department of Ecology   
Jana Ratcliff, Department of Transportation 
Ann Coon, Friends of Clarks Creek 
Steve Carstens, City of Puyallup  
Isabel Ragland, Pierce County Conservation District  
Laurie Larson, WSU Puyallup 
Tonyalee Erwin, WSU Puyallup 
Tom Kantz, Pierce County 
Shuhui Dun, Pierce County 
Jenny Wu, Environmental Protection Agency  
Jayshika Ramralcha, Environmental Protection Agency 
 

General Announcements 
 

 Clarks Creek Public Comment tentatively set for end of January or February.  Ecology to hold public 
meeting during public comment period — tentative location is the Puyallup public library.  

 General questions about the TMDL process. 

 WSU Puyallup showed video on ducks in DeCoursey Pond.  WSU has recently received a new grant to 
work in the Clarks Creek watershed. 

Roundtable 

 WSDOT: implements NPDES Municipal Stormwater permit in the Clarks Creek TMDL area (e.g. 
scheduled maintenance & IDDE program implementation) (in Phase I and II areas).  Also, WSDOT 
implements the Highway Runoff Manual statewide, which is a stormwater planning and design manual. 

 City of Puyallup: Stormwater retrofits at 15th to help high flow issues.  At 81st, a LID project moving 
forward.  Meeker Creek work moving forward, but fate unknown (didn’t get SRF Board funding – 
lacking $500,000).  Sediment demonstration project – a few hundred feet to suck fine sediments (near 
12th Street bridge near the park); working with WDFW.  Also 2014 Elodea removal (2013 removal was 
very successful).  At headwaters on DNR property (near deadman’s pond), looking to acquire land.  
Tangentially related, replacing non-porous gravel with porous asphalt. 

 WSU Puyallup: LID research at WSU Puyallup – looking at plan to address both research and education 
components.  New fish toxicity research, too.  Hosting Washington stormwater conference in Puyallup 
(probably November 2014); free to jurisdictions and municipalities.  Shared article entitled “Promoting 
Earth Stewardship through urban design experiments”.  Buffers as part of the grant in three locations. 
Expanding school-age environmental education programs.  Evaluating Clarks Creek water quality data; 



submitted it to EIM in October – final reports in February.  Pierce CD:  Rain garden installation and 
riparian work with landowners.  Volunteer and other monitoring in Clarks and Meeker Creeks. 

 Pierce County:  Annual Report Cards sent October (+/-) identified four streams.  Those four had a focus 
to “raise the grade” on water quality scores (Clear Creek, Canyon Creek, Falls Creek, and Swan Creek).  
Salmon Community of Interest – group is in pre-planning stage; through Russell Family Foundation.  
Water Quality Community of Interest (there are currently two industrial permittee groups that will be 
blended).  Clarks Creek also a county priority. 

 EPA: Recent work and conference on EPA award around green stormwater infrastructure.  EPA 
committed to support TMDL-related projects.  Clarks Creek is one of the few specific TMDL priorities 
for EPA Region 10. 

 Puyallup Tribe:   Funding agreement for two bank stabilization projects – engineering, design, and 
permitting (ravine and tributary in the ravine).  Going out to procurement process soon.  Interested in 
the group meeting on a quarterly basis to keep implementation coordination going. Planning for Diru 
Creek hatchery and Clarks Creek hatchery monitoring.  

 Friends of Clarks Creek: Still on active garbage clean-up.  Are there opportunities for litter pickup on 
Clarks Creek? 

Grant Opportunities 

 Federal, 319, and shoreline grants – Brett handed out information from Ecology’s website on each of 
the grant programs. See links below: 

o Water Quality: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/funding/funding.html 

o Shorelands: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/sea/sea-grants.htm 

o Federal: http://www.ecy.wa.gov/puget_sound/grants_fed_watershed.html 

Question/Comments/ General Discussion 

 Discussion about the LIOs process being an extra step in bureaucracy of grant funding for NEP grants. 

Website: 

 Ecology is solicited ideas for website updates. The website will be updated when the TMDL goes 
out for public comment. See link below to current website: 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/tmdl/ClarksCrTMDL.html 

 

Future Meeting Logistics: 

 Quarterly meetings have basic support.  Good for coordination of grants, Elodea task force, etc.  
Philosophically, what is the purpose of the group once TMDL is done – back to coordination of 
Clarks Creek projects/monitoring, or a new post-TMDL purpose?  Ideas from the group: Elodea task 
force recommendations, implementation projects and prioritization, and coordination on grants.  
Puyallup willing to kick-off a February meeting with Elodea task force work. WSDOT participation 
will decrease post-TMDL.   

 Andrew/Brett to send TMDL lead job announcement out to everyone. 
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