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INTRODUCTION 

In partnership with Washington State University Extension, Clark County Public Works, and Clark Public 
Utilities, Clark Conservation District began implementing the Small Farms for Clean Water Project (No. 
G0500072).  The project was funded through the State of Washington Department of Ecology Clean Water Act 
Section 319 Nonpoint Source Fund.

This project addressed the need for water quality programs to 
reduce fecal coliform and sediment from entering Salmon Creek. 
We assisted landowners in identifying and improving resource 
management practices through technical and financial assistance, and 
educational opportunities. The focus of this project was on education 
and technical assistance to provide tools for landowners to plan and 
implement conservation plans and practices for improved water 
quality.

SCOPE OF WORK SUMMARY

Task 1 – Project Administration/Management

We administered and managed this project effectively by maintaining project records, submitting vouchers and 
progress reports in a timely manner, and carrying out this project in accordance with the required performance 
items and completion dates. 

Task 2 – Education and Information

We conducted workshops in cooperation with WSU Extension, 
Horses for Clean Water, and Clark County Health Department 
to provide technical assistance to the community. Workshops 
provided information and assistance on BMPs, such as fencing, 
pasture management and mud and manure management.  We 
also conducted workshops on proper septic operation and 
maintenance, including information on wellhead protection. 

Task 2A. Living on the Land: Stewardship for Small Acreages 
curriculum. We completed three class series during this grant 
period and graduated 87 people. The class sessions included 
8-12 week classes and three field trips. Participants received a pasture evaluation stick, and a certificate of 
completion.  The first year we held two courses and one the second year. Participation went down the second 
year. We think landowners were having difficulty attending 12 weeks of classes, especially during the summer 
months. 

Fencing Workshop

A landowner using the manure spreader.
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Task 2B. Horses for Clean Water. The Horses for Clean Water 
staff conducted 6 workshops with over 100 people attending. 
The workshops focused on mud and manure management, winter 
horse keeping, and pasture management. We also attended The 
Mane Event Equine and Education and Trade Fair and a 4-H 
Super Saturday for promotion and outreach of the program. 
The Healthy Horses, Clean Water; A Guide to Environmentally 
Friendly Horsekeeping in Clark County publication was produced 
in conjunction with this program and has been handed out at 
events. This publication has been very well received and is being 
distributed by partnering groups in the county such as the Clark 
County Executive Horse Council and Friends of the East Fork.

Task 2C. Don’t Let Your Dollars Go Down the Drain workshops. We conducted 14 workshops that attracted 
a total of 309 participants. The workshops focused on well and septic maintenance, inspection, water quality 
protection, prevention pollution, and saving landowners time and money. The Clark County Health Department 
staff modified a presentation and began incorporating these workshops into the Living on the Land series 
because of the successful attendance.  

Participants in all the workshops were given evaluation forms to find out if the information met their needs and 
what other information might be valuable to them. Participants from class sessions evaluated each class and 
the program as a whole. The results of the evaluations showed the information presented met or exceeded the 
participant’s expectations with all of the workshops. The workshops were advertised through local newspapers, 
businesses, and events. 

Task 2D. The Clark CD website was created through this grant 
(www.clarkcd.org). Since the website was published we have 
had an average of 150 people visiting the site per month and 
over 20 emails and 30 calls from landowners interested in our 
programs.  During the months we have our plant sale, website 
visits went up to 298 a month. We feel this increase is a good 
indicator that people are using and visiting our website for 
information. The website calendar keeps the times and dates of 
our workshops and programs as well as our partner’s events. We 
struggled with how to maintain and keep the website updated. 
Recently, after the close of this grant, we acquired software  to 
maintain the website and we are working toward updating the 
site from our office as needed. It currently has some outdated 
information that needs to be replaced. 

Task 2E. We attended two Home and Garden Shows and two County Fairs for this grant and reached over 800 
cooperators. We attended meetings of the Clark County Executive Horse Council and WRIA 27 & 28 Watershed 
Planning Units. We met with representatives from the Friends of the East Fork, Farm Bureau, Clark County 
Audubon, and Clark County staff to promote these programs and provide outreach materials to the community. 
We hosted Best Management Practice workshops on mud and manure management, fencing, and drainage. We 
had a total of four BMP workshops that hosted 80 participants.

Clark Conservation District display at the 
Clark County Fair

Farm tour of Sue Svendsen’s horse facilities
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We participated in the first annual Small Acreage Exposition. Twelve 
speakers presented on 16 topics ranging from small farm management to 
streamside restoration. The Expo provided presentations as well as hands-
on demonstrations and opportunities. One hundred and four people attended 
this six hour event.

Task 2F. Farms of Merit and tours. The program completed seven farm 
tours and had 232 participants. Farm Tours were organized to show 
successful implementation of conservation BMPs on small acreage farms. 
Four tours were horse facilities, one was a sheep farm, and two were 
alpaca farms. The tours were advertised through the local newspapers 
and educational workshops. Criteria were developed for awarding landowners a sign for recognition of their 

activities and to designate them a Farm of Merit or a Model Farm. 
The program gave 15 signs to landowners, five of which qualified 
as model properties and ten were awarded merit status.

Task 3 – Small Farm Technical Assistance

Task 3A, 3B, & 3C. Staff provided support and technical 
assistance to over 40 cooperators in the Salmon Creek basin. 
We performed 16 site visits where specific assistance and 
recommendations were applied. We completed nine Small Farm 
Management and Resource Conservation Plans. We also worked 
with two landowners by providing engineering services. We 
assisted in performing six soil and manure tests and loaned out 

the soil testing equipment seven times. We have 76 landowners currently on the Manure Exchange list. We 
distributed the Manure Exchange at all functions and workshops. This has been very popular with people 
visiting our booth at the Home and Garden Shows.

Task 3F. All the Best Management Practices constructed under the terms of this grant are consistent with the 
current USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) standards.  Cooperators provided financial 
assistance have approved conservation plans and signed landowner agreements. 

Task 4 – Small Farm Financial Assistance 

Financial assistance to landowners resulted in 3,762 native trees and shrubs planted in riparian areas to protect 
water quality and enhance fish and wildlife habitat. We also installed an off channel livestock watering facility.

Task 5 – Water Quality Monitoring on Salmon Creek

The District partnered with Clark County and Clark Public Utilities to conduct water quality monitoring on 
Salmon Creek.  The Ecology-approved Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP) had been approved prior to 
any monitoring activities and sampling was in accordance to the QAPP. The collected data, summary, and 

Riparian planting along Salmon Creek
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Denise Smee, Clark CD, and Erin 
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conclusions of the 2005 monitoring is entered in Ecology’s Environmental Information Management System. 
The 2006 information had not been completed at the time of this report.

EVALUATION

This project has allowed Clark Conservation District to be successful 
in encouraging proper use and treatment of natural resources and make 
available the necessary assistance for restoration, enhancement, and 
recovery activities. We believe this project was very significant for 
acquiring private landowner participation in clean water activities on their 
acreages. Participants increased at every event. Landowners responded to 
the information and assistance with remarks like: 
“I wish we had taken this five years ago when we first moved on to our 
property.”
“Excellent. I never expected to receive so much information in a single 
venue.”
“[I] changed where I turn out [my] horses, planning on seeding and mud management.”

Our project addressed the need in Salmon Creek for decreased fecal coliform and turbidity levels by providing 
landowners with farm plans, cost-share, and technical assistance.  We assisted landowners with information and 
recommendations for their specific site and resource concerns. Landowners able to use the cost-share dollars 
for BMP implementation allowed them to install practices that otherwise may not have been economical.  This 
project also assisted landowners with soil and manure testing, along with the option of using the district manure 
spreader.  Through cost-share, access to a manure spreader, and site specific information, the landowner has 
more incentive to install and maintain projects that not only improve water quality and animal health but also 
help protect them from regulatory action. 

This project, with education, and financial and technical assistance for landowners, generated the knowledge 
and skills for implementing water quality BMPs. Our project helped change public perception and attitude by 
increasing their awareness of the connection between their property management and pollution. This leads 
to a reduction in fecal coliform, nutrients, and sediment entering the watershed. Our project also consisted 
of partnering for water quality monitoring on Salmon Creek with Clark County. Fecal coliform, nutrient 
concentrations and physical parameters will be measured. This monitoring is an important step in establishing 
long-term water quality trends.

 The Clark CD staff has gained the trust and acceptance of many landowners and user groups. We have used 
these relationships to build a reputation for implementing and completing worthwhile projects and providing 
good technical information.  Through this project, we provided technical assistance for continuing management 
of best management  practices, which will afford for long-term indirect impact resulting from educating 
landowners. 

Landowner with newly installed off 
channel livestock watering system.
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LIST OF APPENDICES AND ATTACHMENTS

Appendix A :  Sample of the advertisements for the Manure Exchange, manure spreader, Home and Garden 
Show and workshop

Appendix B : Sample landowner contact postcard
 
Appendix C : News article from local newspaper about the manure spreader

Appendix D : Photos of the pasture stick used in the workshops

Appendix E : Sample of evaluation sheet for the Horses for Clean Water workshops

Appendix F : Sample agenda from a Horses for Clean Water workshop

Appendix G :  Sample of brochure used to outreach farm planning and manure spreader 

Attachment 1: Magnet produced for landowner outreach

Attachment 2: Healthy Horses, Clean Water booklet
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