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1. The fall Chinook run and infrastructure (fish ladders and holding pens) were 

introduced in 1954, three years after the completion of Capitol Lake. 

2. This distinct population of Chinook after many decades may be uniquely adapted 

to the lake environment. 

3. This population appears healthy, producing approximately $750,000 in annual 

catch revenue in Puget Sound. 

4. According to a PhD fisheries biologist at WDFW, the lake structure of Capitol 

Lake is likely a positive influence on these outmigrating salmon. 

5. To CLIPA’s knowledge, no studies exist which indicate that Capitol Lake has any 

significant negative influence on this run. 

6. CLIPA’s plan increases dissolved oxygen and cooler water flowing into Capitol 

Lake from the Deschutes River.  It also reduces fecal coliform bacteria as was 

done in Woodland Creek and Henderson inlet which has allowed shellfish 

harvesting to resume in that inlet. 

7. According to preliminary observations from our Senior Fisheries Biologist, 

a. The health of this salmon run could be further improved by dredging the 

lake and providing riparian shading. 

b. Turning the lake into a mud flat will not enhance or improve the existing 

salmon or trout populations of the watershed.  The restricted flow of water 

into the area above 4th street will not provide the typical flushing that would 

occur in an undisturbed estuary. 

8. The predation by harbor seals which the CLAMP Alternatives Analysis Report 

kept mentioning does not pertain to this Chinook run of approximately 10,000 fish 

whose return occurs almost totally in September.  This predation threat refers to 

the much smaller numbers of other salmonids returning at other times and could 

likely be remedied relatively easily. 

 

Note:  The CLIPA representative did not discuss item #7 during this meeting and asked 

Ecology to omit the contents from the meeting notes. 

  



 

Acronyms 

CLAMP: Capitol Lake Adaptive Management Plan 

CLIPA: Capitol Lake Improvement and Protection Association 

TMDL: Total Maximum Daily Load 

WDFW: Washington (State) Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 

 

 


