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Deschutes River and Dairies

 Generating and using manure

 Grazing and cropping fields

 Fecal Coliform – manure from facility or fields

 Phosphorus – manure or fertilizer from fields

 Dissolved Oxygen – silage, other feed leachate

 pH – silage and feed leachate

 Temperature – field riparian areas

 PCB – past electrical equipment: pumps, coolers?



Dairy Nutrient Management Program

 Track nutrient management plan development and 
implementation
 Nutrient management plans establish BMPs for operation

 Inspect dairies, occasionally other facilities
 Implement program requirements
 No Discharge

 Records for agronomic applications

 Enforcement
 Warning Letters

 Notice of Correction

 Penalties

 Orders 





Dairy Nutrient Management Program

 Coordinate with Ecology

 Inspect permitted CAFOs

 Technical assistance on NMPs and annual report review

 Determine lead for discharges and permit violations

 Coordinate with others

 Technical issues

 Education

 Shellfish districts and watershed groups

 Additional focus to area dairies

 Field response to monitoring results





Dairies in the Deschutes

 Plowman Dairy

 Long time dairy on Smith Prairie Rd.

 Large Dairy (700 or more)

 Three lagoons and covered solids storage

 Cows fenced out of drainage ditch in fields

Good inspections

 Nitrates below levels of concern

 Phosphorus on the way down 

WSDA will sample ditch leaving property in the near future 

when it is running



Dairies in the Deschutes

 Quality Cattle Company (newly licensed dairy)

Mahan Farm site on Vail Cut-Off Rd.

Medium Dairy 2003 – 2009

 Field nitrate and phosphorus levels below concern

 Facility, lagoon and site management issues being worked

Medium Dairy (200-699 mature cows)

Only one lagoon limits the possible size

 Initial inspection in October

 Completed some of the site improvements

 Nutrient management plan under development



Department of Agriculture
Director Dan Newhouse – Governor’s Cabinet

 Six major program areas

 Food Safety and Consumer Services

 Commodity Inspection

 Pesticide Management

 Plant Protection

 Animal Services

 Marketing and Food Assistance

 Funding

 Fee for Service

 Federal Contracts and Funds

 State General Fund



Food Safety and Consumer Services
(Federal Funds, Fee for Service, General Fund)

 Food Safety – protect human health 

 Food borne disease prevention and control

 Food processing and handling

 Coordinate with Health, Federal agencies

 Microbiology lab

 Disease and micro organisms on food products

 Organic certification – value added marketing

 Crops 

 Products

 Materials for Organic use

 Dairy Nutrient Management – protect water quality



Commodity Inspection
Facilitate Marketing, Exports (Fee funded)

 Fruit and vegetables

 Grading quality and size

 Export certification

 Grain

 Grading state crop and all shipped crops through WA

 Seed

 Field inspections and export certifications

 Seed dealer licenses

 Grain warehouse

 License and audit inventories and facilities



Commodities



Pesticide management
Protect, Oversee Legal Marketing (Fee Funded, General Fund)

 Registration

 Pesticide use and Fertilizer regulations – labels and sales
 Composted Fertilizer products

 Feed regulations - labels and sales 
 Feed stores, on site mills, BSE risk material

 Pesticide waste disposal

 Certification and Training

 Testing, licensing and certification for handlers and 
applicators

 Farm worker safety

 Compliance

 Investigation and Case review

 Technical assistance



Department of Agriculture



Plant Protection
Protect, Facilitate Marketing  (Fee for Service, State General Fund)

 Pest Program
 Pathology and entomology

 Noxious weed control – Thurston Co. - Knot weed control funding

 Plant services
 Nursery inspections

 Plant certification

 Chemical and Hop Laboratory
 Feed and Fertilizer

 Pesticide residue

 Hops quality

 Weights and Measures
 Scales and volume accuracy, motor fuel quality

 Commission Merchants
 Licenses dealers, brokers and cash buyers

 Investigates complaints, law enforcement officers



Plant Protection



Weights and Measures



Animal Services  
Control Disease and Outbreaks,  Protect Ownership (General Fund, Fee for Service)

 Animal Health

 Disease control and tracking

 Certification for sales

 Animal Identification

Ownership and proper sales

 Livestock transportation and tracking

 Livestock Identification

 National program related to disease tracking

 Registration of sites and cattle movement



Animal Health Disaster Drill



Marketing and Food Assistance
(General Fund, federal USDA programs)

 International marketing

 Small Farms and Domestic Marketing

 Risk management

 Safe practices

 Farm to School 

 Local food connection and contracts

 Food assistance (was at GA and Commerce)

 Federal and state support for food banks

 Food distribution to service aid programs



Program Staff

 Program Manager

 Nora Mena

 Administrative 
Assistant

 Christine Masters

 Lead Inspector

Ginny Prest

 SW WA Region 

Inspectors

 Eastern  WA 

 Dan McCarty,    
Yakima

 Puget Sound

 Cara McKinnon, 
Seattle

 Whatcom Co.

 Steve Hulbert,    
Lynden



Many Thanks for the Opportunity

Questions?


