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Sinclair Inlet – Gorst to 
Missouri Gate

Development Concept Plan
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Background and History

• Project of Kitsap Trees and Shoreline 
Association (KiTSA)

• KiTSA formed in 2002 with two primary 
purposes:

1. Save Pacific Northwest heritage trees

2. Plant trees to help clean up local Puget 
Sound waters
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KiTSA has matured into a non-profit organization 
with the following mission:

To improve Kitsap County communities by cultivating 
public awareness and appreciation of trees, and 
promoting partnerships in the preservation and 
management of urban trees and forests.
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KiTSA organizes shoreline cleanup events and 
regularly partners with the Kitsap Diving Association 
to help promote marine protected areas and 
underwater parks.



6

The KiTSA 
Board is 
particularly 
interested in 
the water 
quality 
problems 
associated 
with the 
Sinclair Inlet 
shoreline from 
Gorst to 
Bremerton.
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Application for National Park Service 
Planning Assistance
In the summer of 2007, KITSA submitted a grant application to 
the ‘Rivers and Trails’ program of the National Park Service for 
technical planning assistance to help prepare a ‘Development 
Concept Plan’ for the Sinclair Inlet shoreline from Gorst to the 
Missouri Gate.

The grant application was successful and planning began in 
January of 2008.
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The ‘Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance’ 
program of the National Park 
Service provides non- 
financial grants of technical 
planning assistance to 
communities working on local 
conservation and recreation 
projects.

Assisting local communities 
achieve their conservation 
and recreation goals allows 
the National Park Service to 
achieve its mission of 
extending the benefits of 
conservation and recreation 
to the nation and world.
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Project Organization
A project timeline was developed that provided for the planning 
process to be integrated with a public involvement component.

• Vision & Goal Setting
• Base Maps/Information 

Gathering
• Plan/Organize ‘Design 

Charette’
• Draft & Final Plan

Planning 
Process

Public 
Involvement

• Citizen Advisory 
Committee

• Newsletters
• Media Advisories
• Public Meetings
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Cornerstone Event
A design charette will be held in early spring 
2009

• Conducted in partnership with the Washington 
Chapter, American Society of Landscape Architects 
(WASLA)

• Community members teamed up with Landscape 
Architects to produce design concepts for Sinclair 
Inlet that include:

• Public meeting to present/discuss results

1. Bicycle/pedestrian trail (rail-with-trail)

2. Shoreline restoration/enhancement

3. Underwater marine sanctuary
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Advisory Committee Members
Name Affiliation

Jeff Adams Marine Water Quality Specialist, University of Washington

Kathleen Byrne-Barrantes KiTSA Board Member/Grant-Solutions

Jayna Ericson Kitsap County Public Works, Education & Outreach Coordinator

Robert Johnston Environmental Marine Scientist, U.S. Navy

Matthew Keough Parks Planning Project Manager, Kitsap County Parks & Recreation

John Hayes Larson Architect, Rice Fergus Miller Architecture and Planning

Marcie Mathis West Sound Cycling Club

Clif Olin PSNS Bicycle Commuter Program

Betsy Peabody Executive Director, Puget Sound Restoration Fund

Geoff Pentz Sound Dive Center

Philip Talarico West Sound Cycling Club

Dr. Victoria S. Whitney Environmental Specialist, U.S. Navy

Bill Zupanzic Kitsap County Department of Public Works

Tom Knuckey Engineer, City of Bremerton (Bremerton boardwalk project manager)
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End Product
Production & Publication of a ‘Development 
Concept Plan’ to include:
• Project Background and History

• Planning Process/Public Involvement

• Vision and Goals

• Characterization of Natural/Cultural 
Resources

• Opportunities and Constraints

• Design Ideas/Concepts (including maps and 
graphics)

• Recommendations – Next Steps and 
Implementation

• Funding Sources



13

Thank You!

Bryan Bowden
Community Planner

(360) 569-2211, x-2306
bryan_bowden@nps.gov
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