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November 19, 2010 
 
 Helen Bresler 
 Department of Ecology, Water Quality program 
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 
 98504-7600 
 
RE: Draft Water Quality Trading Framework 
 

Dear Ms. Bresler, 

 

The Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board (YBFWRB) is a non-profit entity created to 
address recovery needs of threatened and endangered species in the Yakima basin. The mission 
of YBFWRB is to restore sustainable and harvestable populations of salmon, steelhead, bull 
trout and other at-risk fish and wildlife species through collaboration, economically sensitive 
efforts, combined resources, and wise resource management. The YBFWRB is made up of 
representatives of local city, county and tribal governments.  

 

In the Yakima Basin there is growing interest in the Yakima Basin in the development of an 
Ecosystem Services Market that would create trading opportunities in a variety of “credits”, 
including temperature, salmon habitat and floodplains. The market which has been envisioned 
by the local Yakima Ecosystem Services (YES) group would involve local stakeholders 
throughout the basin, incorporate science effectively, and create incentives for restoration. The 
YES group has been actively collaborating with the Yakama Nation, the Department of Ecology 
and other local entities to apply for grants funds to begin work on a floodplain currency. 

 

The Draft Water Quality Trading Framework presented by the Department of Ecology seems to 
set some reasonable ground rules for the development of a specific type of market (“pollution 
trading”). The framework outlines important definitions and guidelines for a market that is 
created with the goals described in the introductory letter (e.g. specific to the Spokane basin, 
and tied to implementation of a TMDL).  

 

However, staff from the YBFWRB, and other members of the YES group are concerned that the 
proposed trading framework could impose undue limitations on the ability of other areas 
around the state (such as the Yakima Basin) to create locally-adapted market systems. For 
example efforts to use markets to address nutrient issues in the Yakima will need to create 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

incentives to reduce inputs (as envisioned in these guidelines) along with incentive to increase 
the ecosystem’s buffering capacity (something not addressed in these guidelines). We envision 
working closely with the Department of Ecology as the Yakima Ecosystem Services Market 
proposal is developed, but note that not all aspects of this proposal will fit within the specific 
guidelines presented in this draft framework.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Water Quality Trading Framework. 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions you have about our involvement with 
the YES group, or our comments. We look forward to working with you and your agency in the 
future.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Alex Conley 

Executive Director 

 

 
 

Yuki Reiss 

Salmon Recovery Coordinator 

 


