Interagency Work Plan for Spokane River Modeling

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ)
Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology)

Spokane Tribe of Indians

The EPA, Washington DOE, Idaho DEQ and the Spokane Tribe are working together on
a water quality model that will evaluate the impacts of phosphorus on dissolved oxygen
in the Spokane River and Lake Spokane. The results of the water quality model will be
used to develop both the Washington TMDL, and the Washington and Idaho NPDES
permits.

This work plan describes the objectives, structure, responsibilities, personnel, and
decision-making process that will be used by the four agencies to develop the inter-state
Spokane River water quality model. A letter describing Ecology’s interpretation of the
Washington water quality standard for dissolved oxygen in Lake Spokane is provided as
a separate attachment. A schedule for completing the modeling and associated dissolved
oxygen TMDL and wastewater permits is also provided as a separate attachment.

Objectives
The objectives for this modeling effort are as follows:

1. Develop modeling scenarios for the Spokane River, from the outlet of Lake
Coeur d’Alene to Long Lake dam, for use in the development of the
Washington Spokane River TMDL and Idaho NPDES Permits.

2. Develop a Spokane River strategy that will achieve Ecology’s water quality
standards in the Spokane River, including Long Lake.

3. To the extent possible, develop NPDES permits limits that, when combined
with other management measures, are attainable for both Idaho and
Washington dischargers.

4. Create an open and inclusive environment for discussion of modeling and
policy options by meeting with stakeholders to get their feedback on
technical and policy issues.

5. Consider contributions to low dissolved oxygen from Avista’s Long Lake dam.

Organization Structure
The staffing for this modeling effort will be organized as illustrated in the following
figure:
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Roles and responsibilities of each group are described below, with agency staff

identified for each group.

Project Leads - Coordinate information and
activities among the modeling, engineering,
and policy groups.

Dave Moore & Dave Knight — Ecology
Laurie Mann- EPA

John Tindall and Robert Steed - IDEQ
Chris Butler- SIR

Engineering group - Provide input and
technical assistance on issues related to

discharger permits, wastewater technologies,
and wasteload allocations.

Brian Nickel- EPA

John Tindall _ IDEQ

Ginny Darrell - Ecology

Spokane Indian Reservation (SIR)

Modeling group - Develop modeling scenarios
and provide interpretations of modeling
results.

Ben Cope - EPA

Jim Ross & Gary Arnold- Ecology
Robert Steed - IDEQ

SIR

Legal - Provide legal assistance on issues
related to permitting, water quality standards,
and other issues as appropriate.

Adrianne Allen- EPA

Doug Conde- Idaho Attorney General’s Office
Ron Lavigne - Wash. Attorney General’s Office
SIR

Policy - Make determinations on policy
matters such as water quality standards and
other issues, as appropriate.

Ecology - Jim Bellatty, Susan Braley, Melissa
Gildersleeve, Tom Laurie

EPA - Christine Psyk, Dave Croxton, Mike
Lidgard

SIR - Brian Crossley, Chris Butler

IDEQ - Dan Redline et al.

Portland State University (PSU) - Run model
and develop technical report to EPA
describing results.
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Decision making process. Technical and policy decisions associated with the
water quality model will be made by our four agencies as follows: communications
between our agencies will generally be handled by staff on the technical team (i.e.
project leads, engineering and modeling groups), and these staff will work toward
achieving consensus on technical issues. If consensus can’t be reached, the issue
will be presented in writing to policy staff (i.e. managers), and the members of the
policy team will work together, in consultation with legal staff, to make decisions.

The technical team is also responsible for identifying the policy aspects of all water
quality modeling issues, and bringing those issues to the policy team for their
decisions.

Communication strategy

EPA and Ecology public information officers and representatives from the Spokane
Tribe and Idaho DEQ will coordinate on inter-agency communication plans and
press releases.

Information from technical and engineering groups will be routed through the
project leads for dissemination to the policy and legal groups and external

stakeholders.

Meetings with external stakeholders related to the modeling will be coordinated and
facilitated by EPA when modeling milestones are reached per the project schedule.

Written products and updates from the revised modeling effort will be posted on
the Spokane River Forum website [http://spokaneriver.net/].

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our Agency project leads:

Laurie Mann, EPA 206.553.1583 mann.laurie@epa.gov
David Moore, Ecology 509.329.3514 dmoo461@ecy.wa.gov
John Tindall, IDEQ 208.666.4629 john.tindall@deq.idaho.gov
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