
SUMMARY OF CITY OF SPOKANE’S POSITION 
ON SPOKANE RIVER TMDL COLLABORATION 

(preliminary draft - 02-09-06) 
 
Actions should be taken to improve water quality, including: 
 
● Substantial improvements to existing wastewater treatment facilities within 5 – 6 years 

(including Idaho); 
 
● The City will treat stormwater that reaches RPWRF via its sanitary sewers and will 
 reduce  combined sewer overflows; 
 
● The proposed Spokane County facility should be permitted to treat effluent from the 

remaining septic tanks and to treat a portion of the County flow to the City’s plant; 
 
● The City and other dischargers should help fund non-point source controls (including 

reducing the amount of phosphates in dishwasher detergents and fertilizers); 
 
● Water purveyors should promote and fund water conservation because this reduces the 

cost/household of treating wastewater (although it does not eliminate pollution); 
 
● Highly treated wastewater can and should be reused in industrial and commercial settings 

and for irrigation of agricultural and recreational facilities; 
 
● Avista should add oxygen to the water flowing out of Long Lake consistent with the 

Spokane Tribe’s standards; 
 
● Stevens County should be encouraged (politically and financially) to build centralized 

wastewater treatment facilities to reduce the effects of septic tanks on the River; 
 
● The effectiveness of these actions on the river need to be monitored closely. 
 
 
We agree that the TMDL must acknowledge Ecology’s current standards, but we disagree that 

the TMDL must establish hard targets or waste load allocations based on Ecology’s current 

standards.  We need Ecology to commit to reconsider its current water quality standards in 10 

years, when the above actions are all in-place and we have more data from the River.  Regardless 

of what happens during that reconsideration process, the above measures will continue through 

year 20 – the question in 10 years will be what more, if anything, must be done. 

 










































































