
Spokane River TMDL Collaboration 
Guiding Principals 

Guiding Principles 
For 

 DO/TMDL Negotiations 
(not necessarily in order of priority) 

 
 

1) Outcome must result in improving the quality of the river 
and Lake Spokane, and meet the standards as prescribed 
by law. 

 
2) Solutions must be attainable and affordable, and recognize 

the financial requirements for certainty. 
 

3) Solutions should recognize the need to serve growth in the 
region. 

 
4) Reduction of existing non-point sources, and prevention of 

future non-point sources, must be recognized as an 
element in the allocation of phosphorus. 

 
5) Solutions must show consideration for keeping effluent 

flows in the river, depending on geographic location. 
 

6) We should recognize and assess past efforts and resources 
invested over the past years to reduce total pollutant 
loading, including phosphorus to the River. 

 
7) Solution should be flexible to consider emerging 

technologies. 
 

8) Economic health and environmental objectives are 
inextricably linked within the watershed. 

 
9) Solutions will consider the effects of other watershed 

processes on water quality and water resources. 
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