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Purpose




OpCert Program

%erves WWTP Operators across the state
Y

dEnsuring operators meet education,
experience, and professional growth
requirements

dReviewing applications for certification and
renewdl

dEvaluating and monitoring fraining
opportunities

dProviding information about technical
advancements and industry best practices
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OpCert Program

d Averages just under 2,000 certifications per
year since 2006

d Reviews and processes approximately 350
applications per year

A Reviews 150 professional growth packets per
year

dResponds to an average of 500 calls or emails
per month

d Attends Section and Advisory Meetings




Current Law




Chapter 70.95B RCW

In 1987, the Legislature
amended Chapter 70.958

RCW, requiring Operators

Of Wa stewater Treatment

Plants be certified




RCW 70.95B.030

& the mduwd 1al on-site




RCW 70.95B.095

“...the department shall establish
rules for the collection of fees for the
issuance and renewal of certificates

as provided for in RCW 70.95B.090.
Beginning January 1, 1992, these fees
shall be sufficient to recover the costs
of the certification program.”




RCW 70.95B.090




Opposing Conditions

RCW 90.95B.095
Requires Ecology to
recover costs of RCW 90.95B.090 Caps
OpCert through Fees Fees at S50 for apps and
S30 for renewals




It’s Not 1987 Anymore...




Fees Don’t Cover Costs

Costs of
Fees - $138K Program -
S300K

Application
Fees Supplies/Trave|
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Fees Don’t Come to WQP

General Fund State




Ecology’s Proposal




Request Leqgislation in 2017

e Remove the current fee caps

e Redirect the fee revenue into a
dedicated sub-account of GF-S

e Amend WAC 173-230 to allow for
future fee adjustments
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Timeline For Changes

Spring 2016 Spring/Summer ‘16

Form Stakeholder / Hold conference calls
Agency Workgroup and meetings with
to develop proposed workgroup to

changes develop changes

January 2017 May-June 2017

Legislative Session Governor would sign
Begins request legislation

September 2016

Submit Request
Legislation to the
Governor’s Office for
Consideration

2017-2018

Determine changes
needed to fees and
include them in
rulemaking for the
FY19




Questions / Discussion

For More Information on this presentation or proposal, please contact:

* Don Seeberger, Deputy Program Manager, Water Quality Program — (360) 407-6489,
*  Garret Ward, Budget Manager, Water Quality Program — (360) 407-7544,

*  Poppy Carre, OpCert, Water Quality Program — (360) 407-6449,
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