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Following are the principles I have suggested to guide my Administration as it works 
with the Legislature and various stakeholders to develop the Columbia Water Partnership.  
I believe these principles are necessary for any Columbia River effort to succeed.  At the 
first meeting of the joint legislative-executive group, I will present these principles to 
help focus our efforts.   
 
NOTE:  Because each member brings their own values and experience to the process, I 
welcome a discussion of additional principles that are important for the group. 
 
The Governor’s principles include the following: 
 

 It is time for policy-makers to take control of Columbia River management issues.  
We must get away from litigation-based gridlock.  Because the courts can’t 
provide a timely or predictable solution to the ongoing debate, policy makers 
must act. 

 
 The legislative-executive group must dedicate itself to addressing the whole 

problem.  Economic development in Eastern Washington requires that we secure 
a reliable and affordable supply of water. At the same time, we must be 
committed to securing benefits for instream values.  Solutions must accomplish 
these goals together. 

 
 The state cannot further delay serious actions to secure additional off-channel 

multipurpose water storage to ensure that our economic and environmental goals 
are met.   

 
 A new water resources management program must fairly address the needs and 

interests of both upstream and downstream communities that depend upon water 
to support their economies. 

 
 Any new state program must provide robust accountability and be transparent to 

stakeholders and other interested parties.  Citizens should be able to assess the 
effects of any program on the health of the river, as well as evaluate the costs and 
benefits of the program over time. 

 
 The Partnership should focus its efforts on building the relationships and 

developing the management system that will be the keys to success.  An endless 
debate of the various scientific issues inherent in managing the Columbia River 
will not lead to a mutually acceptable public policy.   
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