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OFFICE OF COLUMBIA RIVER
MISSION

Aggressively pursue development of water supplies to benefit both instream and
out-of-stream water uses.

OVERVIEW

In 2006, the Legislature tasked the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) to 
aggressively seek out new water supplies for both instream and out-of-stream uses.
The same legislation set up the Columbia River Basin Development Account and 

authorized $200 million to fund it. Ecology created the Office of Columbia River 

(OCR) to use these funds to develop new water supplies using storage, 

conservation, and voluntary regional water management agreements.

The Columbia River Policy Advisory Group assists OCR with policy development. It is 

composed of representatives from federal, state, local, and tribal governments, 

business and environmental groups, and water users.

OCR has funded construction projects 
adding approximately 150,000 ac-ft of 
water to Eastern Washington’s water 
supply. Another 175,000 ac-ft of water 
will be made available in the near 
term. More water is under long-term 
development tied to future demand 
projections.

Municipal, domestic, industrial water rights issued 
from Lake Roosevelt

The Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) has approved 
the first water rights for municipal, domestic and industrial 
purposes from the Lake Roosevelt storage pool behind Grand 
Coulee Dam under the state’s Columbia River water development 
program. 

In total, the Lake Roosevelt Incremental Storage Release Program 
is making 25,000 acre-feet (8.1 billion gallons) of water available 
for new municipal and industrial (M&I) uses. Communities 
benefitting from this program include Cities of:

Pateros
Bridgeport
Pasco
Kennewick
West Richland
Housing developments in Lincoln County
A recreational park near the Beebe Bridge in Douglas County 
A potato washing facility in Walla Walla County.

Sullivan Lake Project (Northeast Washington)

The Office of Columbia River will issue 
water rights from 9,400 of the 14,000 ac-ft 
of water supply OCR developed at Sullivan 
Lake. The remainder will be used to 
enhance instream flows to benefit fish. The 
9,400 acre-feet will be split in half with 
4,700 ac-ft going to new 
municipal/industrial and domestic water 
rights and 4,700 ac-feet allocated for all 
other types of water rights (i.e. irrigation, 
stockwater, etc).
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Goose Lake & 9 Mile Flat Water 
Storage (Colville Tribe)

Ac-Ft of Water = 4,750,000

Cost = $600,000 (Pre-Appraisal)

Kennewick ASR

Ac-Ft of Water = 318+

Cost = $2,250,000

er

Boise Cascade ASR

Ac-Ft of Water = 1,657

Cost = $6,000,000

White Salmon ASR

Ac-Ft of Water = 145

Cost = $956,950

C

Red Mountain AVA
Pump Project

Ac-Ft of Water = 11,005

Cost = $95,000 (Study)

Cost = $10,000,000 (Construction)

Cost = $500,000 (Mitigation)

Passive Rehydration (Lincoln 
County CD) Feasibility Study

Ac-Ft of Water = 300,000

Cost = $925,000 (Study)

Klickitat County (Horse Heaven 
Hills) Study

Ac-Ft of Water = 105,000

Cost = $170,000 (Pre-Appraisal)

Cost = $300,000 (Appraisal)

Barker Ranch Canal Piping

Ac-Ft of Water = 6,436

Cost = $5,600,000

Jobs = 71

Econ. Value = $10,890,000

Franklin CD IWM Study

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD

Cost = $78,000 (Study)

Walla Walla 
Pump Exchange

Ac-Ft of Water = 30,000

Cost = $600,000 (EIS)

Cost = $40M (Construction)

Odessa Subarea
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Completed, Constructed ProjectsCompleted, Constructed Projects
Active, Priority Development ProjectsActive, Priority Development Projects
Completed, Constructed Projects
Active, Priority Development Projects

Yakima River Water
Enhancement

Ac-Ft of Water = 350,000

Cost = $3,350,000 (Study)

* SBCA Funding

Weber Siphon

Conveyance

Cost = $800,000

SRB & Tribal Fisheries Project

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD (Regional)

Cost = $ 1,000,000

Aquifer Storage & Recovery
Exploration

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD (Regional)

Cost = $ 1,750,000

Conservation Commission
Irrigation Efficiencies

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD (Regional)

Cost = $ 2,000,000

508.14 Rule Change

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD

Cost = TBD

Peshastin Pump
Exchange Study

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD

Cost = $200,000 

Foster CD: Moses Coulee 
Shallow Aquifer Recharge

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD
Cost = $93,750 (Pre-Appraisal)

Cost = $200,000 (Appraisal)

Chelan PUD:  Rock Island Off 
Channel Storage

Ac-Ft of Water = 85,300

Cost = $125,000 (Pre-Appraisal)

Peshastin Irrigation District 
Piping

Ac-Ft of Water = 360

Cost = $245,000

Chelan PUD Pump Storage
Appraisal

Ac-Ft of Water = 50,000
Cost = $165,000 (Pre-Appraisal 8 sites)
Cost = $400,000 (Appraisal 2 sites)

Columbia Basin Irrigation
District Piping

Cost = $30,000 (Study)
Ac-Ft of Water (2009) = 2,521 
Cost (2009) = $1M
Ac-Ft of Water (2010) = 2,929
Cost (2010) = $2M
Econ. Value (2009-10) = $6M
Jobs  (2009-10)= 39 
Ac-Ft of Water (2011) = TBD
Cost (2011) = $3M

Sullivan Lake Water Supply

Ac-Ft of Water = 14,000

Cost = $14,000,000

Lake Roosevelt
Incremental Storage Releases

Ac-Ft of Water = 132,500

Cost = $4,861,000 (+ $5.6M, annually)

Econ. Value = $3B (Muni/Industrial)

Jobs = 35,000 (Muni/Industrial)

Econ. Protected = $1.1B/yr (Odessa)

Jobs Protected = 784 (Odessa)

Econ. Protected = $9.5M/yr (Drought)

Jobs Protected = 140 (Drought)

Lower Wenatchee In-Stream 
Flow Enhancement Project

Ac-Ft of Water = 1493

Cost = $1,100,000

Ac-Ft of Water = 2,000-11,000

Cost = $125,000 (Pre-Appraisal)

Cost = $425,000 (Appraisal)

Mill Creek Storage Study  

Spokane-Rathdrum
ASR Study

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD

Cost = $250,000 (Study)

 Supply & Demand 
Forecast Report

Demand Forecasted = TBD

Cost = $1,000,000 (Study)

Potholes Supplemental
Feed Route

Conveyance

Cost = $15,147,748

Manashtash Piping

Ac-Ft of Water = 454

Cost = $376,000

*All projects funded from Columbia River
  accounts unless otherwise noted.

Ac-Ft = 176,343 - 347,137 

Cost = $8,223,469 (Study)

Cost = $841.6M - $3.314B 

(Construction)

Port of Walla Walla Leases

Ac-Ft of Water = 4,769 

Cost = $500,745

Conservation Commission
Retiming Pilot

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD 

Cost = $1,000,000

Region-Wide 
Projects

Pasco Water Supply

Ac-Ft of Water = 5,000

Cost = $3,175,200

Sunnyside Valley ID

Ac-Ft of Water = 7,815

Cost = $6,000,000

P

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD

Cost = $1,000,000

Chelan PUD  Columbia 
Treaty Model Review

Ac-Ft of Water = TBD
Cost = $20,000

Rocky Reach Pool Raise

Ac-Ft of Water = 28,000
Cost = $500,000 (EIS)
Cost = $50,000 (Pre-appraisal)

Methow Trust 
Water Acquisition

Ac-Ft of Water = 52.3

Cost = $65,387 

Columbia Basin Groundwater 
Mgmt Area  (GWMA) Study
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Projects Funded
OCR has developed separate grant processes for 
different types of water supply projects, including: 

Modification of Existing Storage
New Storage
Conservation 
Acquisition

OCR considers projects that will deliver permittable 
water to the Columbia River or one of its tributaries. 
Permittable water is water that is stored, retimed, 
or conserved through crop change, fallowing, 
capturing previously unused runoff, and other 
methods.

Water made available in projects funded by OCR must be allocated so that two-thirds of stored 
water is made available for out-of-stream uses and one-third for instream uses. For the TLAC 
storage project that will return 370 acre-feet per year from storage, this means that 
approximately 244 acre-feet will be allocated to out-of-stream beneficiaries downstream of 
Winthrop. Approximately 122 acre-feet will be protected in Ecology’s Trust Water Program in the 
Methow River and Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean. OCR’s out-of-stream priorities include 
developing water for mitigation of pending and new water right applications, securing alternatives 
to groundwater for agricultural users in the Odessa subarea aquifer, and finding permanent 
supplies for interruptible water right holders on the Columbia River.


