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Comment Letter No. 46 – Fraley, Peter A. 

46-1. Ecology has revised the Policy Alternatives and selected Preferred Alternatives for policy 
implementation.  See the revised Section 2.2 and Chapter 6 in the Final EIS. 
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Comment Letter No. 47 – Gilman, Jena 

47-1. Comment noted.  See the Master Responses regarding Opposition to Dams and Reservoirs 
and Future Studies for Off-Channel Reservoir Proposals. 
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Comment Letter No. 48 – Haggin, Bart 

48-1. Comment noted.  The article you supply relates to reservoirs in tropical climates with high 
amounts of biomass that decay and produce greenhouse gasses.  A similar result is unlikely 
in arid eastern Washington with a low biomass.   



49-1

COMMENT LETTER NO. 49



Columbia River Water Management Program Final Programmatic EIS

Comment Letter No. 49 – Halvorson, Jacqueline 

49-1. Comment noted.  See the Master Response regarding Opposition to Dams and Reservoirs 
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Comment Letter No. 50 – Hansen, Dwight 

50-1. See the Master Response regarding Future Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals. By 
commenting on the Draft EIS, your name has been added to Ecology’s mailing list and you 
will be notified of future meetings. 
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Comment Letter No. 51 – Hokonsoon, Suzi 

51-1. See the Master Response regarding Opposition to Dams and Reservoirs.  See the response to 
Comment 23-3 regarding sustainable agriculture.  Your comment regarding Voluntary 
Regional Agreements is noted. 



52-1

52-2

52-3

COMMENT LETTER NO. 52



Columbia River Water Management Program Final Programmatic EIS

Comment Letter No. 52 – Hollingsworth, James 

52-1. Comments noted.  The Basin Environmental Improvement Commission and the Spokane 
aquifer are outside the scope of the Management Program. 

52-2. See the response to Comment 25-5 regarding “new” water.  Hawk Creek will be evaluated in 
future environmental review.  See the Master Response regarding Future Studies for Off-
channel Reservoir Proposals. 

52-3. Text has been added to section 3.2.1.3 Distribution of Costs and Benefits to describe 
subsidies to irrigated agriculture. Section 3.2.2 Columbia Basin Specific discusses the issue 
of water costs. A more detailed analysis will be undertaken on a project-by-project basis. 
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Comment Letter No. 53 – Jokela, Mary 

53-1. See the response to Comment 1-84 regarding shrub steppe habitat. 

53-2. The one-third allocation to instream flows was established by the legislation.  The water 
quality of water released for stream flow augmentation will be evaluated during future 
project specific review (See Section S.4 of the Final EIS). 

53-3. Comment noted. 

53-4. Comment noted.  Ecology has determined that additional review of the Lake Roosevelt 
drawdowns is required and will be preparing a Supplemental EIS. 

The exposure of archaeological sites along the shore of Lake Roosevelt is addressed in 
Section 5.1.1.9. 
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Comment Letter No. 54 – Kriesel, Carol 

54-1. See the response to Comment 46-1. 
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Comment Letter No. 55 – Lackaff, Beatrice 

55-1. Comment noted.  Additional environmental review will be conducted on the off-channel 
storage facilities, which will include the issues you raise.  See the Master Response regarding 
Future Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals.

55-2. Comment noted. Text has been added to section 3.2.1.3 Distribution of Costs and Benefits to 
describe subsidies to irrigated agriculture.
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Comment Letter No. 56 – Langford, James 

56-1. Comment noted. 
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Comment Letter No. 57 – Marker, Paul 

57-1. See response to Comment 42-1. 
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Comment Letter No. 58 – Michel, Devon (Saddle Mountain Ranches, Inc.) 

58-1.  Crab Creek has not been selected as a storage location at this time.  It is unlikely that any 
storage facility could be developed before 2020.  See the Master Response regarding Future 
Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals for the anticipated timeline.   

58-2.  Additional site-specific evaluations, including economic evaluations, will be conducted as 
part of specific project proposals. These studies will be completed prior to decision making. 
For more information, please refer to the Master Response for Future Studies for Off Channel 
Reservoir Proposals.

58-3.  At this time, economic impacts are being considered at a broad, programmatic level. 
Additional, more detailed evaluation will be conducted as part of site-specific feasibility 
evaluations for specific proposals. Impacts to the local economy, including impacts to farms 
and ranches, will be included in these evaluations.  For more information, please refer to 
Master Response for Future Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals. 

58-4.  As noted in response to your Comment 58-1, additional environmental review will be 
conducted in the future and mitigation and compensation would be determined during that 
time if Crab Creek is selected as a storage site.   

58-5.  If the Crab Creek location were selected as a storage site, property acquisition, rights-of-way 
and easements would be negotiated at that time following federal and state regulations.   

58-6.  Economic impacts to existing businesses, farms and ranches, will be evaluated on a project-
specific basis using broadly accepted economic tools. For more information, please refer to 
Master Response for Future Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals.  

58-7.  At this time, the specific value of water rights in the Crab Creek area have not been 
calculated, nor have the estimated land and right of way acquisition costs.  It is speculative to 
estimate the costs of acquiring land that may or may not be included within a specific project 
proposal. Such concerns will be addressed when a specific project arises. Please also refer to 
the Master Response for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals.

58-8.  It is not possible to estimate the compensation to landowners at this time, prior to 
identification of specific projects. This information will be developed at the time that a 
specific project is identified.  Any compensation for lands taken will be prepared in 
accordance with all applicable state and federal regulations regarding acquisition of private 
property for public uses. For more information, please refer to Master Response for Future 
Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals. 

58-9.  Any discussions about payments to landowners would be conducted at the time that a 
specific proposal has been identified. 

58-10. The cumulative impacts section (4.3) has been revised to be more comprehensive. 

58-11. Section 3.10.4.2 briefly summarizes the cultural resources in the general Crab Creek region.  
As discussed in Section 5.1.2.9, further cultural resources investigations would be conducted 
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and mitigation measures would be identified at the project level if the alternative were 
selected.

58-12. The Programmatic EIS has considered the broad range of impacts associated with 
implementation of the Management Plan. This includes identifying short term and long term 
impacts and tradeoffs that could occur on a broad scale. Impacts to the agricultural economic 
community are included in this broad discussion. Additional economic evaluations will be 
conducted as part of project-specific investigations. For more information, please refer to 
Master Response for Future Studies for Off Channel Reservoir Proposals. 
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Comment Letter No. 59 

59-1. See responses to Comment Letter Number 58. 




