





Chapter 90.42 RCW governs the development and management of trust water as a natural
resource statewide. In contrast, Chapter 90.90 RCW governs the development of water
supplies within the Columbia River Basin predominately in the central, eastern and
southwestern regions of the State. Trust water decisions on the remaining areas of the
State will be made on a case-by-case basis in response to local planning goals, the
presence of adjudications, the intent of the parties involved in the trust water agreement
and other factors.

From the legislative intent of Chapter 90.90 RCW, Ecology will protect and manage trust
water rights in the Columbia River when it is consistent with the purposes for which the
water right was acquired. The places of use of new trust water rights would identify the
secondary reach in both tributaries and the Columbia River. Existing trust water rights
with secondary reaches terminating at the confluence of the Columbia River and one of
its tributaries would similarly be modified to include the Columbia River in the place of
use when it is consistent with the purposes of the original acquisition. Whether a trust
water right will be used in the future for instream benefit or mitigation of out-of-stream
uses will be a case-by-case decision. However, when Ecology seeks to protect a trust
water right for either instream benefit or mitigation of out-of-stream uses, the department
will provide notice pursuant to RCW 90.42.040(5) and will accept and consider public
comments.
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