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Clallam County Superior 
Court set bail at $25,000 for a 
Sequim man who allegedly beat 
his fi ancee, kept her inside his 
home and later blocked police 
access to his home.

Randal Roorda, 47, of  
Sequim, was charged April 29 
with assault in violation of  
a protection order, unlawful 
imprisonment, harassment, 
malicious mischief  in the third 
degree and interfering with 
the reporting of  a domestic 
violence incident.

On April 28, Clallam County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies re-
sponded to a domestic violence 
incident at 860 Blair Ave. in 
Sequim. Roorda’s fi ancee made 
the call.

She reported that he punch-
ed her and threw her about the 
house. Police reports indicate 
he threatened her life while 
holding her down and would 
not allow her to dial 9-1-1 or to 
leave the residence.

The woman escaped when 
Roorda allegedly left the house 
to buy liquor. After his return 
and after police responded to 
the scene, he reportedly bar-

Sequim barricader charged
ricaded himself  inside the 
residence. While inside, Roorda 
allegedly damaged the woman’s 
personal property. 

There are two valid domes-
tic violence no-contact orders 
in place to protect the woman 
from Roorda.

Law enforcement surround-
ed the single-story house after 
Roorda locked and blocked the 
doorway. A negotiator spoke 
with Roorda for about two 
hours, trying to coax him out 
of  the home.

“We have three trained ne-
gotiators on staff  and their role 
at the scene is to establish some 
level of  communication with 
the suspect,” Cameron said, 
indicating offi cers were unsure 
if  the man was armed. 

Eventually Roorda stopped 
communicating. Offi cers heard 
more noise from the residence, 
believed he was further bar-
ricading the home and decided 
to go in.

Roorda reportedly was over-
whelmed but resisted arrest. A 
Taser was deployed and he was 
subdued. He went to the hospi-
tal to be treated for a possibly 
lethal blood alcohol concentra-
tion before going to jail.

by SAM GIBBONEY
Water resources consultant
ISE Consultants

It reads a bit like a riddle: If  
water already is in limited sup-
ply and demands are increasing, 
how do we ensure there’s enough 
water in the future for people, 
farms and fish? That is the 
tough question your neighbors 
and other Dungeness watershed 
residents are tackling — and 
you are encouraged to join the 
discussion.

You live in a watershed with a 
signifi cant history of  watershed 
planning. Building on the efforts 
of  many talented people over 
many decades, the locally-led 
Elwha and Dungeness Planning 
Units developed a Watershed 
Plan that was unanimously 
adopted by the Clallam County 
board of  commissioners in 2005.

Based on recommendations 
in this plan, discussions are 
now under way on a variety of  
water management strategies 
for the Dungeness basin — one 
of  which is an instream fl ow and 
water management rule. The 
plan anticipated the Depart-
ment of  Ecology’s mandate to 
adopt rules for each watershed 
in the state that protect fi sh and 
other “instream resources” as 
well as existing water rights 
and it recommended fl ow lev-
els for local rivers and streams 
(called “instream fl ows”) that, 
once adopted by the rule, will 
guide future water right deci-
sions.

Two advisory groups have 
been formed to help develop the 
rule: the Dungeness Water Exec-
utive Committee and the Dunge-
ness Water Working Group. The 
executive committee is evaluat-
ing options for water supply and 
helping draft rule language. It is 
made up of  key decision-makers 
in local, state and tribal govern-
ments. They include Clallam 
County Commissioner Steve 
Tharinger, Clallam County Envi-
ronmental Health director Andy 
Brastad, Clallam County senior 
planner Carol Creasey and plan-
ning commissioner Gary Glea-
son, Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe 
Natural Resources director Scott 
Chitwood, Clallam County PUD 
commissioners Hugh Haffner 
and Will Purser and PUD man-
ager Doug Nass, as well as Gary 
Smith, a board member of  the 
Water Users Association.

The Department of  Ecology’s 
program manager for water 
resources, Ken Slattery, and 
rule writer Sarah Ferguson sit 
on the executive committee, as 
does Cynthia Nelson, Ecology’s 
watershed lead for the Elwha-
Dungeness.

The working group’s mem-
bership overlaps somewhat with 
that of  the executive committee 
but includes representatives of  
irrigation districts and compa-
nies; well-drilling, real estate and 
development interests; the Clal-
lam Conservation District and 
other stakeholders. This group 
also provides input on water sup-
ply issues and rule content, but 
in particular focuses on public 
outreach — as an informed and 
engaged public is essential to 
the success of  the rule. Citizen 
members of  the working group 
include Keith Winter of  Oasis 
Well Drilling, builder Mike Lyk-
man of  Estes Builders, real estate 
agent Marguerite Glover and 
Tyler Ahlgren of  the nonprofi t 
group Protect the Peninsula’s 
Future. They meet the fourth 
Friday of  every month from 10 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Dungeness 
River Audubon Center and any-
one is welcome to attend. 

A third group has worked for 

Who is planning for our water?
Your participation is encouraged

years to develop and implement 
locally-based, long-term solu-
tions to watershed management 
issues. This is the Dungeness 
River Management Team. Mem-
bers represent the Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe, the city of  Se-
quim, Clallam County, the Water 
Users Association, the North 
Olympic Land Trust, the Dunge-
ness Beach Association, river-
side property owners, sport fi sh-
ermen, the state departments of  
Fish & Wildlife and Ecology and 
the Puget Sound Partnership. 
Advisory members include the 
Clallam Conservation District 
and federal agencies. The team 
drafted the Dungeness portion 
of  the Elwha-Dungeness Wa-
tershed Plan and is working on 
implementing many of  the plan’s 
recommendations. Anyone is 
welcome to attend team meet-
ings, which are held the second 
Wednesday of  each month at 
the Dungeness River Audubon 
Center from 2-5 p.m.

Your health and well-being, 
and that of  your family, friends 

This is the fi fth in a series of articles to orient Sequim-area 
residents to the complex issues surrounding water management 
in the Dungeness River watershed. Sam Gibboney holds an 
engineering degree and recently worked in Clallam County as 
project manager for the Jimmycomelately Creek restoration. Her 
fi rm, ISE Consultants of Port Townsend, has been hired by the 
Washington State Department of Ecology to assist with the public 
process for adopting an “instream fl ow and water management 
rule” for the Dungeness Basin. 

The Dungeness River Management Team, rule advisory commit-
tees and interested local groups and citizens are collaborating 
with the Department of Ecology in the rule-making process. 
There are many opportunities for public involvement; see an-
nouncements in this paper and on the Ecology Web site, www.
ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-fl ows/dungeness.html. Sub-
scribe to the Dungeness e-mail list, under the e-mail heading at 
the Web site, to receive periodic updates and new information. 
Questions? Contact Ecology’s Cynthia Nelson at 360-407-0276 
or Sam Gibboney at 360-379-4831.

and neighbors, is intertwined 
with the health of  your water-
shed. Adequate water supply is 
everyone’s issue. Attend a public 
forum or a working group meet-
ing and join your watershed 
neighbors in tackling the tough 
questions and making sure 

there’s enough water now — and 
into the future — for people, 
farms and fi sh.

The third of  three community 
forums on the future manage-
ment of  the Dungeness water-
shed is tentatively scheduled for 
September.
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