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How’s the water supply in the Dungeness watershed?

A crash course
on precipitation
patterns and
water use

by SAM GIBBONEY
Water resources consultant
ISE Consultants

This is the first in a series
of articles to orient Sequim-
area residents to the complex
issues surrounding water
management
in their wa-
tershed. Sam
Gibboney
holds an en-
gineering de-
gree and re-
cently worked
in Clallam
County as
project manager for the Jim-
mycomelately Creek restora-
tion. Her firm, ISE Consultants
of Port Townsend, has been
hired by the Washington State
Department of Ecology to as-
sist with the public process for
adopting an “instream flow
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The Dungeness River Management Team, rule advisory commit-
tees, interested local groups and citizens will be collaborating with
the Department of Ecology in the rule-making process. There will
be many opportunities for public involvement; see announcements
in the Gazette and on the Ecology Web site www.ecy.wa.gov/

programs/wr/instream-flows/dungeness.html.

Questions?

Contact Ecology’s Cynthia Nelson at 360-407-0276 or Sam

Gibboney at 360-379-4831.

and water management rule”
for the Dungeness Basin.

Many people think the weath-
er in Sequim and the Dungeness
Basin is as good as it gets in the
Pacific Northwest. Residents
delight in the fact that while sur-
rounding areas may be inundat-
ed with rain, Sequim is basking
in the sunshine of “the big blue

hole in the sky” While we enjoy
ourabundance of sunshine, what
effect does the local climate have
on our water supply?

That depends on how youlook
atit. Asahomeowner whose yard
gets soggy in the winter, you
might think there is plenty of
water. A salmon trying to spawn
inthe Dungeness River in August
would feel differently.

State honors DUI
Task Force founder

Accomplishments focus
on reducing drug abuse

Gazette staff

Jim Borte, project coordinator for the Clallam
County Sheriff’s Office, recently received a state
lifetime achievement award for his work in sub-

stance abuse prevention.

Lt. Gov. Brad Owen presented Borte with the
Washington State Exemplary Substance Abuse
Prevention Lifetime Achievement Award Nov. 16
in Vancouver, Wash., for his contributions and

commitment to the field.

A review committee from the State Department
of Social and Health Services’ Division of Alcohol
and Substance Abuse chose Borte from a list of

hundreds.

The sheriff’s office hired Bortein 1984 as partof a
newly acquired grant to develop and implement the
Driving Under the Influence Task Force of Clallam
County. He continues to coordinate the program as

well as the Methamphetamine Action Team.
Borte became coordinator of the Community

Mobilization Against Substance Abuse Act in 1994
and annually acquires grants to fund programs
throughout the community with focus on reducing

substance abuse and violence. In this position, he

oversees the Grim Reaper Program, Project Success
and the Ropes Challenge Course.

Borte also serves on several local boards includ-
ing the Port Angeles Health Youth Coalition and the

Clallam County Community Network.

Borte has received two Certificates of Meritori-
ous Service, Employee of the Year and Employee
Excellence in Service awards from the county for

his work on these projects.
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A Community Forum:

Managing Water in Your Watershed
Hosted by the Department of Ecology

Thursday, November 29, 2007

4-T7p.m.

John Wayne Marina
Public Meeting Room

2577 W Sequim Bay Rd.
Sequim, WA, 98382-8457

Among the questions for consideration:

This is the first of three workshops for residents and others interested in
water management in the Dungeness area. Come and learn about local
water management issues and Ecology's rule-making process.

+ How will we meet the needs for people and fish?
+ What are some of the water management options?
+ Why do fish and streams need a water right?

There will be a poster session with displays describing water resource
challenges in the basin. Ecology staff and other water resource
managers will be available to speak one-on-one with you.

P For more information on the forum or for special
accommodations. please call (360) 407-6607.

These shoes were found 46 yards from

the crash caused by a drunk driver.

Carissa Deason was thrown 30 yards and
not even her father, a doctor, could save her.

Friends Don’t Let Friends Drive Drunk.

To understand the natural
water supply in the Dungeness
Basin, we must recognize that
precipitation and stream flows
vary greatly throughout the
year and realize that this leads
to seasonal scarcity.

Like much of the western
United States, most of our pre-
cipitation (both snow and rain)
falls in the winter. Melting snow
in the mountains feeds streams
and rivers in early summer, but
by late summer the snow is gone
and stream flows slow to a trick-
le. These low flows are almost
entirely fed by groundwater,
which is a less well understood
source of supply.

The quantity of water avail-
ablefor consumptionisnaturally
limited here in the rain shadow
of the Olympic Mountains. An-
nual rainfall in the Dungeness
Valley averages only 17 inches,
with some areas receiving less.
For comparison, the desert city
of Tucson, Ariz., has an annual
rainfall of 12 inches. Remark-
ably, cacti grow in parts of our
watershed!

Join the conversation! The public is invited to a community forum
on the future management of the Dungeness watershed on Thurs.,
Nov. 29. Drop in anytime from 4-7 p.m. at the public meeting
room at John Wayne Marina in Sequim.

So we see that in the sum-
mer the natural water supply is
indeed limited and is a limiting
factor in how we plan for future
growth. Now let’s look at the flip
side of the opening question:
What are the demands on our
water supply?

The biggest water crunch
time comes in August and Sep-
tember. Irrigation of crops and
residential lawns — two of the
biggest draws on water in our
watershed — is at its peak. At
the same time, spawning fish and
the natural environment need
adequate stream flows; fish can’t
swim in a dry streambed! Hu-
mans unfortunately want more
water at the same time that fish
need it the most.

Summertime demands push
the system at the very time
water is naturally most limited.
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Add more water demand from
increasing development, com-
bined with potentially reduced
summer stream flows due to ef-
fects of climate change, and the
situation becomes even more
challenging.

Our state Legislature has rec-
ognized the urgent need for care-
ful, strategic water management
and instructed the Department
of Ecologytoadopt instream flow
and water management rules for
every watershed in the state. A
rule can help protect existing
water rights, manage water use,
and ensure long-term water sup-
plies for people, farms and fish in
the Dungeness watershed.

Managing the water supply is
important for all of us. We must
share water among ourselves, and
withalllife that depends on it—not
just today but into the future.

Deer Park Cinemas
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East Washington Street,
across from QFC at
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FAMILY AND FUN!

We feel very blessed at

Sherwood Assisted Living.
Wishing everyone a

Happy Thanksgiving.

Assisted Living with a Difference!
550 W. Hendrickson Rd., Sequim, WA 98382

360.683.3348
Ansisted Living with o Diffjersnce

www.sherwoodassistedliving.com
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