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Points

ÅUnique Yakima basin management system (one 
bucket) comprised of
ïStorage

ïSnowmelt

ïReturn flows

ÅSenior instream flow rights (no WAC flows)

ÅSupply to perennial crops curtailed in droughts

ÅNo unappropriated water for growth

ÅSince 2001, group in place to evaluate transfers 
according to specified criteria

ÅGeneral vs. basin-specific applicability



The Obligatory Disclaimer

ÅThe views expressed herein are my own

ÅI do not speak for the Yakama Nation

ÅThis talk does not express legal or policy 

positions of the Yakama Nation
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Precipitation

Precipitation is:

ï Plentiful in 

the mountains 

(orographic 

uplift)

ï Sparse in the 

lowlands 

(rainshadow 

effect)

ï Mostly in 

winter

ï Insufficient 

for agriculture



Summer is dry

Summer is hot

Runoff peaks in late 

spring




