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Points

A Unique Yakima basin management system (one
bucket) comprised of

I Storage
T Snowmelt
I Return flows

A Senior instream flow rights (no WAC flows)
A Supply to perennial crops curtailed in droughts
A No unappropriated water for growth

A Since 2001, group in place to evaluate transfers
according to specified criteria

A General vs. basin-specific applicability



The Obligatory Disclaimer

A The views expressed herein are my own
A | do not speak for the Yakama Nation

A This talk does not express legal or policy
positions of the Yakama Nation
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Precipitation is:

I Plentiful in
the mountains
(orographic
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(rainshadow
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Figure 4.--Mean-annual precipitation in the Yakima River basin, Washington, 1951-80 (National Oceanic and

' Atmospheric Administration, 1982).
fo r ag rl C u Itu re From U.S Geological Survey Open-File Report 91-453
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FIGURE 5.--Daily flows of Horth Fork Simooe Creek near Fort Simooe

112506300) , and maximam and minimums daily temperatures and daily
precipitation at Rimrock Tiston Dam.

Summer is dry

Summer is hot

Runoff peaks in late
spring






