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Water Resources Program Mission

Meet current and 

future water needs 

for people, farms 

and fish



Fundamentals of 

Water Resource Management

Allocation
ÅNew Water Rights

ÅTransfers

ÅAdjudication

Conservation
ÅWater Use Efficiency

ÅWater Reuse

ÅMetering Public Interest
ÅWatershed Planning

ÅLand use Planning

ÅUtility Planning

ÅESA Recovery Plans Science
ÅFish biology

ÅHydrogeology

Prior Appropriation Doctrine
First in Time, First in Right

Protection
ÅSenior Water Rights

ÅReserved Federal Rights 

ÅInstream Flows

ÅCompliance

ÅTrust Water Rights



Water, which is rigidly limited by the geography and 

climate, is incomparably more important than all other 

natural resources in the West put together.

- BERNARD DE VOTO

1897-1955
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Annual Precipitation in Washington

Precipitation 

in Inches

5 - 30

31 - 60

61 - 100

101 �² 150

151 - 240


