
 
To: Ann Wessel, Department of Ecology, Water Resource Program 
From: Mike Dexel, Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water 
July 2, 2009 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide formal comments on Chapter 173-517 WAC, 
Water Resources Management Program, Quilcene-Snow Water Resources Inventory 
Area (WRIA) 17.  We appreciate your consideration of the comments we provided during 
the informal comment period and applaud you on a thoughtful process to develop this 
comprehensive rule.   
 
We have a few points to make regarding the gallon per day limitations under the 
“conservation standard”. 
 
1.  WAC 173-517-120 (1)(c)  Conservation standard. The conservation standard 
limits per residence water use to 350 gallons per day average day demand and 500 
gallons per day maximum day demand (MDD).  The Department of Health’s design 
standards reflect engineering principles that ensure water demands will be met. 
Generally, we approve designs for Group B water systems with higher daily water 
demand than is proposed in your rule.  Typically, we only reduce the design flows when a 
water system can document a history of meter readings reflecting the lower use with no 
public health consequences (such as water outages, low-pressure problems, or water 
quality violations).             
 
When actual water use exceeds designed use, the result is a public health risk associated 
with low water pressure or when systems run out of water.  These conditions allow 
contaminants to enter the distribution system and may result in poor water quality. 
 
In order to integrate water system design with the proposed conservation standard, we 
believe the conservation standard should be adopted into local ordinances and zoning to 
be effective. Our approach is to approve public water system designs that support the 
intended use of the system. Because the rule includes outdoor use in the 500 gallon per 
day MDD limitation, then water system design would need to address the water demands 
for these uses. There may be situations that demonstrate a low water use demand and 
warrant consideration when it comes to water system design.  For example, if a new 
development deliberately includes conservation within their home and lot planning 
(especially landscaping and irrigation covenants) and they give information about how 
much water use is planned, then lower water use design could be considered. Any 
limitations on outdoor water use (such as per residence maximum square feet of 
lawn/garden, or prohibition of outdoor uses) should be adopted as a local ordinance and 
made clear to all prospective homebuyers.  
 
We recommend that Ecology and local governments work together to finalize 
implementation mechanisms for how the water conservation standard will be used when 
approving new exempt well developments.   



Finally, our Group B regulations are currently under revision by the State Board of 
Health and changes are likely to occur regarding oversight and implementation.  The 
future of this program is uncertain and may result in fewer dedicated resources. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule.  Please contact Mike 
Dexel at (360) 236-3154 if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
 
Cc: Department of Health, Office of Drinking Water: 
Denise A. Clifford, Office Director 
Jerrod Davis, Deputy Director for Field Operations 
Dave Christensen, Policy Unit Supervisor 
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