
Focus on Oil Spill Response 
Equipment Grant 
  from Spill Prevention, Preparedness and Response Program (Spills)  

Introduction 

 

In the 2006 Legislative session, Ecology proposed and was granted a $1.45 
million oil spill response equipment caching grant. The purpose of the grant 
is to pre-position (pre-stage) response equipment trailers throughout the state.  
The equipment will include oil spill containment boom and adsorbent 
materials loaded into pre-packaged trailers.  In the event of a spill, this 
equipment can then be rapidly mobilized and deployed to contain the spill or 
to protect local resources.  Additionally, this equipment will add to the state’s 
inventory of response equipment in the event of a large spill requiring 
regional response equipment resources. 

A typical 
equipment cache 
will consist of:  
• 18’ trailer  
• 800’ containment 

boom (8” x 12”) 
• Adsorbent pads, 

boom, sweep 
• Boom tow bridle, 

anchors, rope, floats, 
nav. lights 

• Responder 
protective clothing 

• Responder safety 
equipment 

• Decontamination 
equipment 

 

Model of Success 
In August 2005, 
containment boom and 
a trailer provided to 
the City of Gig Harbor 
enabled local 
responders to contain 
thousands of gallons of 
oil and fuel released 
during a marina fire.  
The boom prevented 
extensive 
contamination of Gig 
Harbor and Puget 
Sound and saved more 
than an estimated $1 
million in clean-up 
costs. 

Grant Details 
Organizations must qualify as a local government (county or city), Port District, Tribe, 
Public Utility District or other public agency in Washington State.  Details of this grant 
include: 

• No matching fund requirements 
• No out-of-pocket expenses 
• Standardized equipment will be provided 
• Grantee will own the equipment 
• No restrictions on use of equipment 
• Training will be provided 

Who can apply? 
Any local public agency or tribe in Washington State or may apply.  This includes 
cities, counties, fire departments, Port District and Public Utility District. In order to be 
considered, local governments must have a substantial threat of an oil spill occurring in 
their jurisdiction.  Grant awards will be selected based on the local government’s 
ability and willingness to deploy spill response equipment, and the proximity of 
existing nearby response equipment. 

Who has access to the equipment? 
In the event of a nearby spill, grant recipients are under no obligation to deploy the 
equipment.  If the equipment is not in use, grant recipients must allow Ecology or their 
agents/contractors to access the equipment.  Used equipment will be cleaned and/or 
replaced after use. 

Need more information? 
Please contact Sarah Boyle, Response Equipment Specialist, at 360-407-6086 or 
sboy461@ecy.wa.gov. 
If you need this publication in an alternate format, please call Spills Program at 360-407-7455. Persons 
with hearing loss can call 711 for Washington Relay Service. Persons with a speech disability can call 
877-833-6341.
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