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Revenues from monetary penalties should be used directly to restore and protect wetlands.

Penalties resulting from wetland enforcement actions should be used directly either to
restore the site of the violation or to enhance other wetland resources. Under current
federal and state policy, this does not happen; monetary penalties assessed for wetlands
violations are used for other purposes. Work group members agreed that these policies
should be changed so that penalty monies can directly benefit wetlands.

State and federal agencies should work with the public to develop a statewide protocol for
mitigation banking.

Mitigation banking involves restoring or creating wetlands at one site to compensate
for wetlands losses at another site. Generally, before a project applicant impacts
wetlands on a site, the applicant makes payments to the mitigation bank to purchase
wetland "credits." Wetland mitigation banking has been used in a number of states as
an alternative means of mitigating wetland impacts where on-site mitigation is not
feasible, is of extraordinary cost, or would provide lower resource values.

NON-REGULATORY ACTIONS

Regulation, while being the foundation of most wetland programs, cannot by itself
achieve no-net-loss of wetlands. To achieve no-net-loss, or net gain, requires
significant effort beyond regulatory programs. Voluntary non-regulatory efforts, -
including both acquisition and restoration, are needed to effectively protect wetlands.
State agencies should reallocate internal agency staff to assist with non-regulatory
wetlands protection efforts. These efforts should include providing technical
assistance, publishing guidance materials, and funding local demonstration projects.

Each local government should develop a comprehensive wetlands protectzon program that
includes both non-regulatory, and regulatory components.

The non-regulatory program elements (preservation, restoration, and education) should
be integrated with regulatory elements to maintain flexibility at the local level, provide
cost effective methods, and coordinate with other watershed planning efforts.

Agencies and local governments should develop and promote partnerships with non-profit
organizations and citizens to acquire and restore wetlands.

Agencies and local governments should work with groups such as cooperative
_extension offices, conservation districts, local land trusts, and others to provide
technical expertise to landowners. Agencies should also work with tribal governments
to establish stewardship programs on tribal lands to serve as non-regulatory models.
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WETLANDS EDUCATION

A committee should be established to develop and implement collaborative wetland
education strategies.

This education committee should include agencies, organizations, and citizens involved
with wetlands education on a statewide basis. This committee should develop a
wetland education strategy that focuses on watersheds, supports peer education, and
promotes partnerships. The committee should meet periodically to coordinate,
evaluate, and implement wetlands education efforts.

Wetland systems that have not been an education focus in the past (e.g., seasonal wetlands
and forested wetlands) should receive priority for education efforts. '

Adequate funding for wetlands education needs to be provided for all geographic ‘
regions in the state. Historically, wetlands in Western Washington, and specifically the
Puget Sound area, have received the most attention. Special consideration should now
be given to other areas and wetland systems to ensure that the importance of these
other systems is well understood.

/‘ Agencies and organizations should develop a directory of
e wetlands information sources. .

This directory should provide information concerning:
funding sources for local projects, delineation training,
regulatory programs, research opportunities; citizen
involvement opportunities, and available publications. This
directory should be updated annually and augmented locally.
Agencies should also promote the EPA hotline as a general
source for information about wetlands.
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SUMMARY

A total of 47 recommendations were developed by the six work groups and are
included in the final SWIS report. These recommendations require a variety of actions
for implementation: a few require development of legislation or administrative rules,
some require local government action, and several require action by state or federal
agencies. Successful implementation of many recommendations also depends upon the
active involvement of other groups such as agricultural interests, private business,
environmentalists, and the general public.

The Interagency Wetlands Review Board is responsible for ensuring that the SWIS
recommendations are implemented. This board is comprised of the directors (or
designees) of the state natural resource agencies with wetlands responsibility, as well
as the Washington Association of Counties, the Association of Washington Cities, and
the Conservation Commission. The board is responsible for developing strategies and
working with the appropriate groups and individuals to implement each
recommendation.

The second component of SWIS, the four local demonstration projects, are currently
being completed. The goal of these projects is to develop a variety of local wetlands
planning approaches that can be used as models around the state. Recognizing that
local jurisdictions have different needs, each of the four grant recipients has used
different methods and techniques in developing a local wetlands program. Once these
projects are completed, the results will be compiled into a single report and distributed
across the state.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about the State Wetlands Integration Strategy or obtain a copy of the
final SWIS document, please contact:

Department of Ecology

Shorelands and Water Resources Program
P.O. Box 47690

Olympia, WA 98504-7690

Phone: (360) 407-6600
Fax:  (360) 407-6535
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