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Background on the permit  

What is the Construction 
Stormwater General Permit?  

 

The Department of Ecology implements 
the Federal Clean Water Act. Because of 

this federal law, Ecologyôs construction 

stormwater general permit is required for 
certain construction activities. The goal of 

the permit is to reduce or eliminate 

stormwater pollution and other impacts to 

surface waters from construction sites.  
  

Construction site activities disturb the land 

and, when it rains, can create a lot of 
muddy, polluted stormwater. When this 
muddy stormwater runs off - site (also 

known as a discharge), it often causes 
sediment increases and alters the water 

chemistry in local streams, rivers, 
wetlands, and lakes. This lowers water 

quality and often harms the uses that 
humans, fish, and other wildlife rely upon.  

 
This guide summarizes the requirements 

of the Construction Stormwater General 
Permit:  

 
Which construction sites it applies to.  

How to get a permit.  

What the permit requires construction 

site operators to do.  

 
On page two of this publication, there are 

links to useful forms, such as an 

application for permit coverage and a 
notice of termination. For more details on 

the 2005 Construction Stormwater 

General Permit, please read the final 
permit. A copy is available from Ecology or 

on our website at:  

 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/

stormwater/construction/  

 

Which construction sites need to 
apply for a permit?  

 

Construction activities that require this 

permit are any land disturbing 
activities such as clearing, grading, 

excavating, and/or demolition  that:  

 

1. Disturb one or more acres of land 
area  

 OR 

2. Are ñpart of a larger common plan of 
development or sale ò that will 

ultimately disturb one or more acres of 

land  
 AND 

3. Discharge stormwater  from the site 
into state surface water(s) or into 

storm drainage systems, which discharge 
to state surface waters.  

 
Ecology can also require a permit for any 
size construction site, if it determines the 

site is a significant contributor of 

pollutants  to waters of the state.  
 

Construction activities that require a 
permit also include clearing forested 
areas, if the clearing is in preparation for 

construction activities.  
 

Definitions  

Larger common plan of development or sale:  
An area where multiple, separate, and distinct con-

struction activities may be taking place on different 
schedules under one plan. In a larger common 

plan, the disturbed area of the entire plan is used 
to determine if a permit is required.  

 
Surface waters of the state :  

include wetlands, ditches, rivers, unnamed creeks, 

rivers, lakes, estuaries, and salt water. Most con-
struction sites discharge to waters of the state.  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/stormwater/construction/
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Exemptions to the permit  

The following types of sites and activities 

do not require a permit:  

 

Construction activity for routine 

maintenance of an original line and 

grade, hydraulic capacity, or the 

facilityôs original purpose.  

Sites that retain all stormwater on site. 

For example, if all stormwater is 

discharged to the ground through 
infiltration basins, dry wells, drain 

fields, or other means of discharge into 

the ground.  

Construction sites on federal land or 

Indian Reservations, except for 
construction on the Puyallup Indian 

Reservation.  

Forestry activities such as nurseries, 

reforestation, thinning, prescribed 
burning, or timber harvesting that are 

NOT part of preparation for 
construction.  

Sites covered by an existing NPDES 

individual permit for stormwater 

discharges.  

Sites covered by an erosivity waiver 

(see below).  

 
Low rainfall erosivity waiver  

Sites under five acres may be exempt 

from the permit, if the site meets the low 
rainfall erosivity waiver conditions below:  

 

V The erosivity factor during the 
project is less than five according to 

a calculator found online at:  

http://ei.tamu.edu/ . 

V Construction disturbance starts and 

finishes within the following 

timelines for the different areas of 

the state.  

West of the Cascades Crest:  

June 15 -  September 15 of the 

same year .  

East of the Cascades Crest, 

except the Central Basin:  
June 15 -  October 15 of the 

same year .  

The Central Basin, east of the 

Cascades Crest:  
No time restrictions apply.  

The Central Basin is an area of 
central eastern Washington with 

less than 12 inches of 

precipitation per year (see 

Region 2 on the map attached 
to the erosivity waiver form).  

V If construction extends beyond this 

period, the owner or operator must 
follow public notice requirements 

and apply for a stormwater permit.  

V Project disturbs less than five acres 
of area. If part of a common plan, 

the total land area disturbed must 
be less than five acres.  

  
The low rainfall erosivity waiver:  

 

Does not apply to non -stormwater 

discharges such as wastewaters and 
hydrostatic test waters.  

Only applies to the requirements of this 

permit.  

Does not replace the authority of other 

local agencies.  

Is not available for sites determined to 

be a significant contributor of pollutants 
or sites excluded from this permit, such 

as sites with post -construction 

discharges.  

 
The construction site operator must 

apply for a low rainfall erosivity waiver 

at least one week prior  to beginning 

land disturbance.  

 
 
 

http://ei.tamu.edu/
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Who needs to apply?  

 
The operator of the construction site must 

apply for permit coverage. The operator 

can be either the party with operational 
control over construction plans and 

specifications or the party in charge of day

- to -day activities related to the 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) .  The operator, also known as 

the permittee, is responsible for applying 
and following the terms of the 

Construction Stormwater General Permit.  

 

All municipal governments must apply for 
permit coverage for construction projects 

with one acre or more of disturbed area 

that discharge stormwater to state waters.  
 

Individual stormwater permits  

 

If local conditions indicate that the general 
permit will be ineffective to protect water 

quality, Ecology may require a 
construction site to obtain an individual 

stormwater permit. An individual permit is 

written specifically for the site. Contact 
your local regional office for more 
information (see page 13).  

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP):  
A document that reflects the specific practices, 

physical structures and plans on the construction 
site that will prevent discharges of turbid or  

polluted stormwater to waters of the state.  

 
You must get Ecologyôs stormwater permit 

even if you already have permits from your 
local government. Ecologyôs permit does 

not replace more stringent requirements 
by local government.  

A Stormwater Pollution  
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 
uses many different practices 
on the construction site to  
prevent erosion and  pollution 
of stormwater runoff.  
 
At this construction site,  
several practices are in place 
including: a terraced and  
revegetated slope, silt fences, 
and covered soil with straw 
and hydro-seeding. 

Stormwater discharging from a pipe outflow 


