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Plain Talk Principle 
Get rid of words you don’t need. 

 
A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no unnecessary 
sentences, for the same reason that a drawing should have no unnecessary lines and a 
machine no unnecessary parts.  
 
Many expressions in common use violate this principle: 
 

the question as to whether whether (the question whether) 

there is no doubt but that no doubt (doubtless) 

used for fuel purposes used for fuel 

he is a man who he 

in a hasty manner hastily 

this is a subject which this subject 

His story is a strange one. His story is strange. 
 
 

 owing to the fact that since (because) 

in spite of the fact that though (although) 

call your attention to the fact that remind you (notify you) 

I was unaware of the fact that I was unaware that (did not know) 

the fact that he had not succeeded his failure 

the fact that I had arrived my arrival 
 
Who is, which was, and the like can often be removed from a sentence without changing 
the meaning. 
 

 His brother, who is a member of the same 
firm 

His brother, a member of the same 
firm 

Trafalgar, which was Nelson's last battle Trafalgar, Nelson's last battle 
 


