DEPARTMENT OF

==l ECOLOGY
T

State of Washington

Department of Ecology Unmanned Aerial
Systems (UAS) Project Description and Checklist

Shorelands and Environmental Assistance
Ecology Program Name

Habitat Restoration Pilot Program Monitoring
Project Title

Casey Vaughn 564-669-4201
Ecology Project Manager Name Phone Number
N/A

Ecology Unit Supervisor Name Phone Number
Brendan McFarland 360-790-1580
Ecology Section Manager Name Phone Number
Joenne McGerr 360-870-1913
Ecology Program Manager Name Phone Number

Type of UAS operation (select one)

v Ecology owned and operated Brad McMillan
Contracted UAS Pilot(s) in Command (if known)
Volunteer (not an Ecology employee) 564-200-2415
Phone
FAA Remote Pilot Certified v Yes No*
Ecology Certified v Yes No*

* If No, certification by both FAA and Ecology is required prior to approval of project

Reason for using UAS

Washington State is making significant contributions to fish habitat restoration. The establishment
of the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program (HRPP) may significantly improve the permitting process for
these projects. In order to better develop and promote the program, the Multi-Agency Permitting
(MAP) team is interested in conducting two case studies on large / complex projects that have gone
through the HRPP process. Data and imagery will be used in legislative, or other, reports, for future
program design and policy creation, for improving technical assistance, and in communication or
outreach products by the Applicant or the participating Departments.

Project site location description Please include latitude and longitude if known

Riverbend Ranch Floodplain Restoration: Restores approximately 120 acres of riparian and
floodplain habitat along 2.5 miles of the Skookumchuck River. 46.804830, -122.844626. Ecology is
Partnering with Thurston Conservation District on this project.

Lower Peshastin Creek Habitat Restoration: Reconnects approximately 3.4 acres of floodplain
reconnection in Peshastin Creek by removing and grading constructed levy and dredge material.
Additionally this project is in partnership with the Toxics Cleanup Program as a voluntary clean up
site for soil lead contamination. 47.557122, -120.577434. Ecology is partnering with Cascade
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Project Description/Purpose Please include communication strategy if applicable

The purpose of this project is to capture data on the above projects to be used as case studies for
future development of the HRPP, or other habitat restoration program. Data collection will be used
to improve technical assistance abilities, determine if projects goals were achieved, and assist in
the creation of communication and promotional products (powerpoints, websites, outreach
materials, etc) by the Applicant and the Departments.

Riverbend Ranch Flodplain RestorationProject: Thurston Conservation District will be working with
the landowners to finalize their landowner agreements for the construction project and will be

informing the residents about the drone monitoring project performed by Ecology.

Lower Peshastin Creek Habitat Restoration: WDFW is the only landowner in the boundaries of this
project and leads HRPP and has been made aware of the requested drone monitoring project.

Scheduled Dates of Projects

April 1, 2024 Ongoing
Project Start Date Project End Date
Does airspace require LAANC approval or authorization by FAA or Air Traffic
Control? Yes No
Will UAS be used regularly during project? v Yes No
Type of data to be collected
v Environmental monitoring v Structure-from-motion (S5fM)
4 Mapping/Orthomosaic 4 Photography/Videography
v’ site Photos Lidar
emperature/Thermal imagin ther
v Temp /Thermal imaging Oth

If applicable, Ecology has approved a Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)
for monitoring projects that include data collection with a UAS Yes Y N/A

Project Checklist
v’ Pilot in command (PIC) has FAA Part 107 certification, and the training necessary to operate the
UAS used in this project

Proper notification and permissions (LAANC or FAA/ATC permission) will be received if UAS
flight will occur in controlled airspace. v/ N/A

4 Project team has reviewed and understands the Department of Ecology UAS Policy 22-06
(applies to Ecology employees only).

v PIC has provided the Project Manager with a copy of the UAS Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP).

4 Project team has read The National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s
(NTIA) document “Voluntary Best Practices for UAS Privacy, Transparency, and Accountability”



Signatures
E' g%w/ (IZI)El%l';?)IIy signed by McMillan, Brad
Date: 2023.12.11 10:06:14 -08'00"
Ecology UAS Coordinator
(7 {/%/ Date: 2023.12.14
_ 09:50:20 -08'00
Ecology Project Manager

Digitally signed by Brenden

Brenden McFarland wcFariand
Date: 2024.01.17 15:53:18 -08'00"

Ecology Supervisor or Manager
@}Mﬁ Digitally signed by Joenne McGerr
Date: 2024.01.17 16:32:15 -08'00'
Ecology Program Manager

;Lw% Date: 2024.01.24

09:55:29 -08'00'
Ecology Deputy Director

NOTE: Proper documentation of project and UAS use must be included on Ecology’s Drones
- Washington State Department of Ecology website after approval of this checklist and project

according to Ecology’s UAS Policy 22-06

ADA Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people with disabilities access to infor-
mation and services by meeting or exceeding the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, and Washington State Policy #188.

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone at 564-200-2415 or email at
brad.mcmillan@ecy.wa.gov. For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-6341. Visit

Ecology's website for more information.

Date
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Date

1-17-2024
Date

Date

1/24/2024
Date



https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Drones
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Accountability-transparency/Drones
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	Ec-Proj-Phone: 564-669-4201
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	Ec-PMname: Joenne McGerr
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	UAS-operation: Ecology
	UAS-PilotCommand: Brad McMillan
	UAS-PilotPhone: 564-200-2415
	cb-FAACertification: Yes
	cb-EcoCertified: Yes
	UAS-reason 2: Washington State is making significant contributions to fish habitat restoration. The establishment of the Habitat Recovery Pilot Program (HRPP) may significantly improve the permitting process for these projects. In order to better develop and promote the program, the Multi-Agency Permitting (MAP) team is interested in conducting two case studies on large / complex projects that have gone through the HRPP process. Data and imagery will be used in legislative, or other, reports, for future program design and policy creation, for improving technical assistance, and in communication or outreach products by the Applicant or the participating Departments.  

When compared to on the ground data collection, drones offer a significant advantage by reducing the cost and increasing the efficiency of data collection. 
	Proj-Site 2: Riverbend Ranch Floodplain Restoration: Restores approximately 120 acres of riparian and floodplain habitat along 2.5 miles of the Skookumchuck River. 46.804830, -122.844626. Ecology is Partnering with Thurston Conservation District on this project.

Lower Peshastin Creek Habitat Restoration: Reconnects approximately 3.4 acres of floodplain reconnection in Peshastin Creek by removing and grading constructed levy and dredge material. Additionally this project is in partnership with the Toxics Cleanup Program as a voluntary clean up site for soil lead contamination. 47.557122, -120.577434. Ecology is partnering with Cascade Fisheries Enhancement Group on this project on WDFW land. 

	Proj-Purpose: The purpose of this project is to capture data on the above projects to be used as case studies for future development of the HRPP, or other habitat restoration program. Data collection will be used to improve technical assistance abilities, determine if projects goals were achieved, and assist in the creation of communication and promotional products (powerpoints, websites, outreach materials, etc) by the Applicant and the Departments.

Riverbend Ranch Flodplain RestorationProject: Thurston Conservation District will be working with the landowners to finalize their landowner agreements for the construction project and will be informing the residents about the drone monitoring project performed by Ecology. 

Lower Peshastin Creek Habitat Restoration: WDFW is the only landowner in the boundaries of this project and leads HRPP and has been made aware of the requested drone monitoring project. 
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