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Local Area/Wide Area Network

The Department of Ecology has approximately 1400 employees with major locations in Lacey, Manchester (near Port Orchard), Bellevue, Yakima, Kennewick, and Spokane.  Ecology also operates small offices in Vancouver and Bellingham and near LaConner.  All employees are connected to Ecology's agency-wide network.  The wide area network consists predominantly of T-1 links.  There are approximately 55 Novell NetWare 3.x servers on Ecology's network.  Implementation of Windows NT Server has been inititated and planning is underway to migrate and consolidate these Novell servers. The network also includes 3 SAA gateways, 5 communications servers, and 5 dedicated Microsoft Exchange servers.  The predominant LAN topology is Ethernet; there also is a small percentage of Token Ring nodes.  The Lacey building has a fiber backbone on which FDDI is being run.  The standard network infrastructure includes Bay Networks concentrators and Retix and Cisco routers.  Sun NetManager and Bay Networks Optivity network management software are also in use.

Standard Desktop Environment:

The standard desktop environment at Ecology consists of Pentiums, Microsoft Windows 95/NT, and Microsoft Office 97, which includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, and Outlook.  Microsoft Internet Explorer also has been installed on all desktops.

Internet/Intranet Infrastructure:

Ecology currently uses Washington State Department of Information Services Internet Web Server for Ecology's Internet site (http://www.ecy.wa.gov/).  In addition, Ecology has implemented an Intranet environment on the HP/UX Netscape platform.  All Ecology employees have access to the Intranet/Internet via Microsoft's Internet Explorer or Netscape Navigator web browser software.  Several Internet/Intranet web applications have been developed using Netscape LiveWire.

Standard Application Development Environment:

Ecology's application development environment for enterprise and departmental applications consists of Sterling CASE tool products, PowerBuilder, Visual Basic, and Microsoft C++.  Ecology utilizes a centralized data repository for consistent use and management of enterprise data entities and attributes.  Sybase RDBMS and Microsoft Access are Ecology's predominant database environments.  HP/UX and Windows NT are the server platforms used for agency and departmental production applications and databases.
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