
 
 
Washington Location Finder  
Business Team 
 
Meeting Summary 

 
Thursday, January 25, 2007 
WA Dept. of Health; Town 
Center One, Tumwater WA 
Room 163 
8:30-10:30 AM 
  

 

Attendees • Scott Boettcher (ORA), 
• John Tooley (ECY) 
• Joyce Smith, Ecology Water Quality Program (ECY-WQ) 
• Craig Erickson (WDOH)  
• Mark Finch (WDOT)  
• Pat Chapman, WA Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
• Marty Parsons, WA Department of Revenue (WDOR) ? 
• Joy Paulus, WA Salmon & Watershed Information 

Coordinator.(SWIMTAC) 
• David Sorrel Department of Information Services-Business Portal 

(DIS-BP) 
• Brian Criss  (DIS-BP) 
• Deborah Naslund (WDNR)  
• Randy McIntosh, North West Indian Fish Commission (NWIFC) 
• Gene Robbins (WDOH) 
• Debbie Stewart (ECY) 

 

 
 

Action Items 
 

Review Project Organization and identify gaps in representation within each organization. Send 
the changes to John Tooley   
 

Next Meetings 
 

• Business Team Meeting #2, Address Geo-Coding Services, Wednesday February 14, 
1:30 - 4:30, Washington Department of Health, Room 163, Town Center One (TC1), 
Tumwater WA; Directions  

• Business Team Meeting #3, Map-Based Location Editor, Wednesday February 21, 1:30 
- 4:30, Washington Department of Ecology, Room R1S-17, Lacey WA; Directions 

• Business Team Meeting #4, Geo-Processing Services, Wednesday March 7, 1:30 - 4:30, 
Washington Department of Ecology, Room R1S-16, Lacey WA; Directions 

• Business Team Meeting #5, Water Quality Business Rules, Wednesday March 21, 1:30 
- 4:30, Washington Department of Ecology, Room R1S-16, Lacey WA; Directions 

 
Meeting Summary 

 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/DOHDirections/town_center_south.htm
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/images/offices/map_hq_swro.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/images/offices/map_hq_swro.pdf
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/images/offices/map_hq_swro.pdf


Background & History 
 
This current project is an outcome of the E-Permitting JARPA Post Implementation Review On-
line E-permitting
 
Problem Discussion: 
 

• Permit Applicants Often Struggle To Meet Data Entry Requirements Location-based 
Information. 

 
• Reporting Functions Currently Require Tedious Multi-step Address Geocoding And Geo 

Processing (Example: WDOH Electronic Death Registration System) 
 
Solution: Location Finder Services; set of 3 service categories. 
 

• Address Geo-coding Services 
• Map-based Location Editor 
• Geo-Processing Services  

 
Discussion: 
 

• Part of the project will be to define the best available GIS data sources and clearly 
identify the ‘Authoritative Source’ for specific GIS data sets.  

 
• Washington Department of Transportation is working on the WATRANS project to 

develop.  
 
 
Proposed Project Objectives  
•Increase the accuracy of location-based information accessed and submitted for environmental 
review, permit application, and agency decision-making purposes (e.g., JARPA permitting). 
 
•Provide ease-of-use enhancements to existing and planned on-line permit applications where 
applicants are required to provide place-based information. 
 
•Provide standardized, repeatable methods for assigning the place-based information required by 
on-line permitting and reporting applications. 
 
Proposed Scope 
 

• Develop an interactive map-based location editor which can provide a location based on a 
user-selected location on the map interface (i.e., both point and polygon). 

 
• Develop Geo-Processing services which can intersect multiple GIS layers and return 

geospatial attributes of the geographic location.  
 

• Develop an Address Correction Service that standardizes the input address to the USPS 
format, corrects misspellings and verifies city and zip code information.   

 

http://epermitting.org/site/alias__resourcecenter/9983/default.aspx
http://epermitting.org/site/alias__resourcecenter/9983/default.aspx


• Develop an Address Geo-Coding Service which can return X-Y coordinates (Latitude-
Longitude) for a given address. 

 
• Interface these services with the E-Permitting Service (i.e., for JARPA), Public Health 

Issue Management System, and Electronic Death Registration System. 
 
Proposed Out of Scope 

• Development Of New GIS Data Layers 
• Resolution Of Issues Related To Disparate GIS Data Layers (Like Hydrography) 
• Geo-processing With Incomplete Data 
• Use Of Local Government GIS Data, Unless Standardized To A State-wide Level By 

Other Projects 
• Production Of Printable Maps 
• Routing Or Driving Directions 
• Integration With Other On-line Permit Applications  

 
Discussion 

• Although probably out-of-scope, there is interest in being able to view multiple permit 
projects within a Usual and Accustomed Area to allow focused protection of priority 
resources.  

 
• Tax Parcel GIS data are being obtained by multiple state agencies, a Parcel Framework 

project may help coordinate the procurement of these data from locals. Scott Boettcher 
has a contact at a county organization which may prove helpful. 

 
Review of Project Organization 
 
Project Organization 

• Project Sponsors (WDOH, ORA-Ecology) 
• Steering Committee (ORA,WDOH,ECY) 
• Business Lead (Scott Boettcher) 
• Project Manager (John Tooley) 
• Analyst/Technical Leads (Craig Erickson, John Tooley) 
• Business Team (you folks) 
• Technical Team (ECY,WDOH,DIS) 
• Technical Review Team (ECY,WDOH,DIS,NWIFC,DOT,DNR,WDFW) 
• Business Team Commitments 
• Participate in Requirements Gathering Interviews & Meetings 
• Participate & Coordinate Business Rule Documentation Interviews & Meetings 
• Review & Approve Requirements Documents & Test Scenarios 
• Review & Approve Prototype Services 
• Review & Approve Final Services 

 
Discussion: 
 

• Mark Finch strongly believes that someone from the Environmental Services part of 
WDOT should be part of the Business Team.  They are in fact the consumer of these 
services. 

 



• Randy McIntosh mentioned that there should be a tribal representative added as well. 
 
 
Proposed Next Business Team Meetings 
~ 3 hours 
 
Address Geo-Coding Requirements (Week of February 12, 2007) 
Location Editor Map Application Requirements (Week of February 20, 2007) 
Geo-Processing Requirements (Week of March 5) 
Water Quality Geo-Spatial Business Rules (Week of March 19) 
 
Discussion: Wednesday afternoons were chosen as the target time for the next series of meetings; 
please see Next Meetings at the top of this summary. 
 
 
 
High Level Schedule; Discussion:  
 
The high level schedule was discussed, with preliminary plans for completion of the services by 
Summer 2007, and production deployment in the Fall of 2007. The schedule is subject to change 
depending on the scope and complexity of the detailed requirements for these services. 
 
 
GeoSpatial Business Rules Discussion: 
 
Geo-Spatial Business Rules will need to defined for Water Quality 303(d), Parameters, 
Receiving Waters 
 
DNR Water Type 
 
Others? 
 
Please visit the Project Documentation Site for updates. 
 
Wrap Up Discussion & Thanks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/services/gis/services/projects/geojarpa/GeoJarpa.htm

