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Why a Platform?

e A communications platform has been developed to
provide a common set of principles for everything that
is produced for the panel — whether that’s public
relations to support the panel roll-out, the report
itself, or the recommendations of the public outreach
and education working group.

e A related but distinct piece of work is enabling each
panelist to comfortably and consistently answer
questions that they might receive from other
interested parties about the process, why this matters
and why you made the recommendations that you
made.
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BARRIERS TO
UNDERSTANDING/ENGAGEMENT:

1. Associations with Climate Change

2. Scientific Uncertainty

3. Global cause of ocean acidification
vs. local solutions

4. Natural cycles



Climate Change

e The frame, public perceptions, and the
various interest group camps are all
established on climate change.

e The solutions are without immediate
viability — they don’t feel like solutions that
can happen and that is not empowering

e Focus on establishing the problem first
e Make a strong statement on carbon, but
refrain from national/international solutions

Recom mendation that are tied to the climate change debate

(those conversations can happen offline)




Scientific Uncertainty

Recommendation

e The success of the ongoing climate
change debate (from the perspective of
skeptics) can be attributed to the near-
constant level of debate and uncertainty
they were able to imbue into almost any
discussion

* The science around ocean acidification is complicated; the
process isn’t. Keeping the discussion at a 50,000 foot level
and focusing on the rate at which we are driving change in
the ocean is a way to rise above skeptics’ charges.

e “Let’s be clear — there is no uncertainty about carbon and
ocean water. What we’re trying to understand is what
happening in these ecosystems and how to deal with the
rapid amount of change these species are dealing with.”



Global cause vs. local solutions

e As the trend on ocean acidification
solutions moves towards local and
regional solutions, there is scientific
uncertainty on the impact and
benefit on the proposed solutions.

e Own it.

* No question that the root cause is atmospheric CO2.
this is well established and we have to reduce it. The
reality is that we can’t wait to do what must be done.
We must focus on what we can do now — and this is
why there are multiple options on the table to figure
out how we can best support Washington’s waters
and its industries.

Recommendation




Natural Cycles

e Upwelling, resiliency of the ocean
gets away from the issue at hand —
human impacts on the ocean

e Most of the public has no idea
what upwelling is

e Focus instead on the rate of change that we're
currently driving — and the impacts that we already
know

e Use analogies : On any given day your blood
pressure/cholesterol can be higher or lower. But you
don’t ignore consistent readings of high cholesterol or
high blood pressure and call it cyclical. You lose
weight or take a pill. You take action.

Recommendation




OBJECTIVES FOR PANEL COMMUNICATIONS

e Elevate ocean acidification as an issue in its own right, distinct from
climate change, showcasing actionable solutions for the state of
Washington.

» Showcase local impacts to WA food production, jobs, livelihoods and
coastal environments — based on the latest science.

e Articulate specific messages on ocean acidification for panel
members to carry to their respective audiences.

e Enable understanding and a will to act among key coastal target to:
1) Support local solutions to address ocean acidification and
2) Support and engage on reducing carbon emissions.



MESSAGE PLATFORM

1. Remind
the
audience of
the role
and
function of
the ocean

2. Do not
open the

door to
debate; OA

is real and
happening
now

3. Aliving
ocean
matters; OA
SEREE]
danger to
the basis of
the food
chain.

4. This is
not a
problem for

tomorrow;
itisa

problem for
today.

6. People
have a role
to play.
Support for
science,
local
initiatives
and
personal
action are
all needed.

5. Coastal
states need
to be
concerned




FROM PLATFORM TO MESSAGE

1. Remind the audience of the role and function of the ocean

Washington State is on the frontlines of a global ocean health problem called
ocean acidification.

A critical function of the ocean is to absorb CO2. As the ocean absorbs
increasing amounts of CO2, it is causing the ocean’s chemistry to change.

anges are already being measured in WA coasta e Increase In
acidity affects the calcium available to oysters, clams, etc. making it difficult for
them to build their shells and survive. We are already seeing impacts to our
shellfish industry.




FROM PLATFORM TO MESSAGE

4. This is not a problem for tomorrow; it is a problem for today.

This is not a case of what might happen in the future. Tomorrow is here today.

Washington oysters are already experiencing impacts of ocean acidification.

ILLUSTRATE WITH FACTS AND FIGURES:




FROM PLATFORM TO MESSAGE

5. Coastal states need to be concerned

Washington’s geographic location makes this problem even more pressing for
our state than some other coastal states.

Washington’s coastal waters experience a natural occurrence called upwelling in
which deep ocean waters (that are typically more acidic) are brought the
surface.

Now that these waters are combining with higher acidity at the surface, our
marine life is among the first to show distress.




FROM PLATFORM TO MESSAGE

5. Coastal states need to be concerned

Shellfish are critical to maintain clean water in our state which is essential...

Washington-based scientists who have been studying OA also found that acidification get
worse when other chemicals such as nitrogen are present.

We have long known about the negative effects of too much run-off. Now we have a
new reason to double our efforts to stop these chemicals from entering our coastal
waters.




What is the Headline You Want to See?



Next Steps

 Additional panel members interviews and
feedback solicited on message platform.

 Development of communication materials for
panel recommendations roll-out

— August 22: Message platform and talking points
circulated to members.

— August 22: First draft of FAQs circulated to reviewers.
— September 1: FAQs finalized.

— September: Additional material development. (b-roll,
press release, etc).



