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CA’s Ocean Science-Policy Landscape
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OAH Panel: From Science to Decision-Making
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Evolution of the Issue in California
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New York and Connecticut lawmakers should 

establish a panel to identify research and policy 

priorities to combat the dual impacts of ocean 

acidification and nitrogen pollution on the Sound, 

following the lead of the West 

Coast Ocean Acidification and 

Hypoxia Science Panel.



1. This is a regional intensification of a global problem that requires a 
coordinated regional approach
• Need to understand contributors - investment in modeling efforts, monitoring 

in service of multiple mandates

1. The global problem is elevated ATM CO2. Must reduce Emissions of CO2

2. There are things you can do now

3. Support resilient ecosystems
• Not just OA, but about changing ocean chemistry - consider with hypoxia, 

temperature, etc.

4. Accelerate the development and integration of knowledge required to 
improve decisions

5. There is a cost to inaction

Emerging Scientific Findings



Value of a Coast-Wide Approach: 
Reaching Beyond Boundaries



Looking Forward: Envisioning a New Path



Using Existing Tools
• Emissions Control Goals; Cap & Trade

• Ocean health as a priority issue across 
agencies

• Refining the use of the Clean Water Act 
for these issues

• Non-point Source Pollution Permit 
Program, NPDES Permit Program

• Merging the goals of ASBSs with marine 
protected areas

• Ecosystem-based fisheries management

• IOOS

• “Smart monitoring” for adaptive learning



Enduring Impact 
Beyond the Panel

• Investing in partnerships among state bodies 

– CA Ocean Protection Council

– WA MRAC

– OR Advisory Council

• OR Senate Bill 22 introduced



Sharing a Vision of a Healthy Ocean

Across states, agencies, mandates and 
policies



www.WestCoastOAH.org


