Watershed Planning Unit Timeframes for Completing ‘Phase 4: Implementation’ (of county adopted watershed plans)
Background: RCW 90.82.040(2)(e) is written to provide Watershed Planning Units and their Lead Agencies with five years of ‘Phase 4’ state-supported funding to implement locally developed and adopted water management plans. The roadmap for this activity comes from specific Detailed Implementation Plans generated in Year 1 of Phase 4. The maximum grant award eligibility for a single basin planning unit is $100,000/year for Phase 4 - Years 1, 2 and 3, and $50,000/year for Phase 4 - Years 4 and 5. Maximum grant award eligibility increases for a planning unit covering additional basins ($25K/year/basin for Years 1, 2 and 3, and $12.5K/year/basin for Years 4 and 5). A 10% local match of cash and/or in-kind services is required for all five years to obtain state granted funds.
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Summary:

· Ten planning units/lead agencies complete the state-fund supported Phase 4, five-year plan implementation timeframe between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2011.

· Thirteen planning units complete Phase 4 between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2010.

· Eight planning units complete Phase 4 between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2015.

· The 2009-11 biennium is the first period since the Watershed Planning Act’s adoption in 1998 when any planning units reach the end of Phase 4 – Year 5.
Conclusion: 
· The Watershed Planning Act (Chap 90.82 RCW) with its legislated funding formulas for both plan development and plan implementation activities is both a water management planning and implementation program. Local plans were developed with the general expectation that plan implementation funding would be available through the end of the Phase 4 five-year period, subject to state fund availability and overall funding priorities. 
Please contact Bill Zachmann, Dept. of Ecology, 407-6548 for additional information or questions about the above data or details about state investments in specific basins and current or anticipated funding outcomes and results.
